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General Department, 


A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. 


Tne interest which attaches to the voyages of 

Columbus, can never diminish, and we feel great 
leasure in inserting, by the kind permission of 

r. James Lenox, the following bibliographical 
account of the first editions of the four voyages 
of the Discoverer of America, taken from his 
privately-printed work on the second voyage, 
“ Nicolaus Syllacius de Insulis Nuper Inven- 
tis.” 

These works are of the greatest rarity, few 
have ever seen any of them, still fewer can ever 
hope to possess them. Yet they are the corner- 
stones of an American collection, and in making 
them generally known, we feel that we are essen- 
tially carrying out the object of the Historical 
Magazine: 


The contemporaneous accounts of the voya- 
ges of Columbus, are very rare. In some instan- 
ces only a single copy of an edition is at present 
known; and in others the narrations existed 
exclusively in manuscript until the present cen- 
tury. Mr. Brunet, in his “ Manuel du Libraire,” 
and Mr. Major, in the introduction to the 
“Select Letters of Columbus” printed for the 
Hakluyt Society, have given lists of the editions 
then known. But these publications necessarily 
exclude such a full bibliographical notice of the 
volumes as may be desired by persons who are 
unable to examine the original editions for them- 
selves. The history and contents of the docu- 
ments published by Mr. Major, are detailed by 
him in a minute and very satisfactory manner ; 
but in his work, and in the “ Manuel,” there are 
some omissions and a few errors in the collations; 
arising probably from the carelessness of the 
printer. It is almost impossible to describe in 
words the slight variations by which one edition 
is distinguished from another. An attempt will 
be made in this paper to overcome these difficul- 
ties by the introduction of fuc-simile copies of 
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the titles, colophons, and woodcuts of the differ- 
ent volumes. 


First Voyage. 


A. The only perfect copy of this edition now in 
my possession, was formerly in the library of M. 
uibri. It is described by M. Brunet (Manuel, 
vol. i., p. 784, 2d column), but with some typo- 
graphical mistakes. He calls it “very rare, and 
certainly one of the oldest editions known of the 
first letter of this celebrated navigator.” 

It is a small 8vo, without place, date, or print- 
er’s name; in black-letter type; and consists of 
ten leaves, without signatures, catchwords, or 
pagination, except as mentioned below. A full 
page contains twenty-seven lines. There are 
eight woodcuts, one of which is a repetition. 

On the recto of the first leaf is a woodcut rep- 
resenting the arms of “Castile and Leon;” on 
the verso of the same leaf, is a woodcut of a 
ship, with the words “‘ Oceanica Classis.” (I.) 

n the recto of the second leaf is the title, 
commencing, “ De insulis inuentis,” and below, 
eleven lines: 

“De Insulis inuentis | Epistola Cristoferi Colom 
(cui etas nostra | multa debet: de Insulis in mari 
Indico nup | inuétis. Ad quas perquirendas oc- 
tavo antea ens auspiciis et ere Inuictissimi 
Fernandi | Hispaniarum Regis missus fuerat) ad 
Mag | nificum diim Raphalem Sanxis: eiusdé sere 
| nissimi Regis Thesaurarid missa. quam nobi 
lis ac liberat™ vir Aliander d Gosco: ab His 
pano ydeomate in latind conuertit: tercio kis 
Maij. M.ccce.xciij. Pontificatus Alexandri | Sexti 
Anno Primo.” 

The title contains the name of Ferdinand 
only. Each line has been underruled with red 
ink. Below the title are thirteen lines of text, 
the initial Q is very small, and is inserted 
with a pen. At the bottom of the page on the 
right side is the letter or number j. On the 
verso of this leaf is a woodcut, with the title, 
“Tnsula hyspana.” (See fac-simile, No. II.) 

On the recto of the third leaf are twenty-six 
lines of text, and at the bottom, on the right, the 
number ij. On the verso is a woodcut represent- 
ing several islands. A copy is given in (III.) 

Signor Bossi supposes that all the cuts in this 
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little volume were designed by Columbus, and 
were attached to the original letter in Spanish. 
He founds his conjecture specially upon this map, 
which he thinks was drawn by Columbus hiim- 
self, or by some geographer belonging to the ex- 
pedition See page 174, ‘ Vita di Colombo.” 

Ou the recto of the fourth leaf are twenty- 
seven lines of text, and at the bottom on the 
right side, the letters iij. There are twenty-seven 
lines of text on the verso, On the recto of the 
fifth leaf the woodcut (I.) is repeated, and on 
the verso there are twenty-seven lines of text. 

On the recto of the sixth leaf are twenty-seven, 
and on the verso twenty-six lines of text. On 
the recto of the seventh leaf are twenty-seven 
lines of text, and on the verso the woodcut (IV.), 
with the title * Insula hyspana,” representing the 
building of a town. 

On the recto and verso of the eighth leaf, and 
on the recto of the ninth, are twenty-seven lines of 
text. On the verso of the ninth leaf are twenty- 
one lines of text, including the subscription, 
“ Oristofurus Colom Oceane Classis Prefectus,” 
and an epigram of eiglit lines by the Bishop de 
Oorbaria. This epigram is found in almost all 
the editions, and will be copied hereafter. 

The subscription and epigrain are ruled with 
red lines. 

On the recto of the tenth leaf is a woodcut of 
King Ferdinand, with the title, “ Fernad’ rex hys- 
paunia;” the king bears two shields, one with the 
arms of Castile and Leon, the other those of Gra- 
nada, On the verso of the same leaf is a woodcut 
comprising the word Granata, and the arms of 
that city. 

Besides this copy there are two others known, 
One is in the Imperial Library at Milan, and 
is described by Bossi, in the “ Vita di Oris- 
toforo Oolombo, Milano, 1818,” at pages 167 to | 
174. The other is in the Grenville Library, in 
the British Museum. Both want the tenth leaf. 
Whwever compares Bossi’s minute description 
with the preceding collation, will be convinced 
that the volumes are of the same edition, A very 
careful examination of the Grenville copy, leads 
to a similar conclusion in regard to it. Hain, No. 
5491 of his * Reportorium,” describes an imper- 
fect copy of this edition, which probably wanted 
the first and last leaves.* 

M. Brunet seems to infer that this book was 
printed at Granada. If this be so, it was no 
doubt translated at once from the Spanish origi- 
nal, hitherto undiscovered, and is consequently the 
earliest Latin edition. Signor Bossi, however, con- 
jectures that it was printed at Rome. ‘The Span- 


* A very well executed /fuc-simile of apparently this 
imperfect copy, has been issued in Paris, the gentle- 
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man being doubtless unaware of the fact that the copy | 
lacked the first and last leafi— Ad. H. M. 
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ish Court,” he says, “ would dispatch the official 
account immediately to that city, because, accord- 
ing to the usage of the age, it would seek from 
the Pope the investiture of the newly discovered 
Indies at the earliest day.” It must not be for- 
gotten, however, that the copy which Bossi had 
before him was without the last leaf, contaimng 
the arms of Granada.* The volume probably ap- 
peared in the latter part of the year 14938. 

B. This edition is supposed, from the type, to 
have been printed at Rome, by Stephen Planck, 
in 1493. It is a black-letter quarto, without 
place, date, or printer’s name. ‘There are four 
leaves, and a full page contains thirty-four lines. 
The name of Ferdinand alone appears in the title. 
This title is in eight lines: 

“Epistola Christoferi Colom: cui etas nostra 
multa debet: de | Insulis Indie supra Gangem 
nuper inuentis. Ad quas perqui | rendas octavo 
antea mense auspiciis et ere inuictissimi Fernan | 
di Hispaniarum Regis missis fuerat: ad Magniti- 
cum dim Ra | phaelem Sanxis: ejusdem sere- 
nissimi Regis Tesaurarid missa: | quam nobilis ac 
literatus vir Aliander de Cosco ab Hispano | ide- 
omate in latinuin convertit: tertio Kal’s Maij 
M.cccce.xciij. | Pontificatus Alexandri Sexti Anno 
primo.” 

There are copies in the Grenville Library; in 
the Royal Library, Munich; and in that of Colonel 
Aspinwall, of Boston. 

C. Another edition in quarto, in black-letter 
type, without place, date, or printer’s name, is 
thought for the reason given above, to have also 
been printed by Planck; but subsequently to B. 
There are four leaves, and a full page contains 
thirty-three lines; the epigram alone is on the 
verso of the fourth leaf. The title contains the 
names of Ferdinand and Isabella; it is in eight 
lines, but different from the title of B in the com- 
position of the words, &c.: 

* Epistola Christofori Colom: cui etas nostra 
multa debet: de | Insulis Indie supra Gangem 
nuper inuétes. Ad quas perqren | das octavo 
antea mense auspiciis et ere inuictissimd Fernadi 
et helisabet Hispania Rega missus fuerat: ad 
magniticum dim | Gabrielem Sanchis eorundé se- 


* It is certain, from the Supplementum Cronicorum 
of the Augustinian, F. James Puilip, of Bergamo, Ven- 
ive, 1503, p. 443, 1, that envoys of the Spanish Court 
communicated the discovery to the Pope. ‘ Ut et ora- 
tores qui supiori ano ad pontiticem Alexandrum pro 
prestunda ex more pontifici obedientia, sua in oratione 
contestati sunt.’ ‘ Hoe quidem ipse imperator se vi- 
disse et perlustrasse, ac possexsionem pro suis regibus 
accepisse, quadam sua epistola contestatus est. Atque 
oratores regii pétifici Alexandro affirmarunt ita es-e.” 
The mention of Alexander, on the title, might be 
explained, by supposing that it was printed by the 
Spanish court to send to Rome on this occasion. 
All subsequent editions, however, retuin it—Zd 
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renissino Regum Tesauraria | missa: qua nobilis 
ac litteratus vir Leander de Cosco ab Hispa | no 
idiumate in Jatinum couertit tertio Kals Maii. 
M ecce. xciii | Pontificatus Alexandri Sexti Anno 
primo.” 

There are copies in the Grenville Library; in 
the Royal Library, Munich; in that of Mr, J. 
Ourter Brown, of Providence, Rhode Island; and 
in my own. 

D. Another ediuon in 4to, and in black-letter 
type, was printed at Rome in 1493, by Eucharius 
Argenteus, or Silber. There are three printed 
leaves, und a full page contains forty lines. My 
copy has a fourth leaf blank, completing the sig- 
nature. The title has the name of both Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella, It is in eight lines, but differs 
from those of Band C: 

* Epistola Christofori Colom: cui etas nostra 
mulium debet: de | Insulis Indie supra Gangem 
nuper inuétis, Ad quas perquiren | das octavo 
antea nense auspiciis et ere inuictissimoram Fer- 
nandi | ac Heli-abet Hispania Regu missus fue- 
rat: ad magniticum dim | Gabrielem Sanches: 
eorundem serenissimoraum Regum Tesau | raria 
missa: Qua generosus ac litteratus vir Leader de 
Cosco ab | Hispano idiomate en latina couertit: 
tertio Kalen’ Maij. M. ecee. | xciij. Pontificatus 
Alexandri Sexti Anno Primo.” 


There are copies in the Grenville Library; in 


that of Mr. J. Carter Brown; and in mine, At 
the bottom of the sixth page is this colophon: 
Impressit Rome Eucharius Argenteus Anno dni, 
M.ccce.xciij. 

E. Another Latin edition in small 4to, black- 
letter, was printed in Paris, by Guid. Mercator, 
probably in 1493. It is without date or printer's 
name. ‘There are four leaves, including the title 
to the book, and there are thirty-nine lines in a 
full page. The recto of the first leaf contains this 
title only : 

“{ Epistola de insulis de 
novo repertis. Impressa 
parisiis in capo gaillardi.” 

The verso contains the epigram and a woodcut 
representing an angel appearing to the Shepherds. 

* Epigraima R. L de Corbaria | Episcopi Mon- 
tispalusii ad | inuictissimad Regem Hispaniara, 

“Jam nulla Hispanis tellus addenda triumphis 

Atqz parum tantis viribus orbis erat 

Nune longe eois regio deprensa sub undis 

Auctura est titulos Betice magne tuos 

Unde repertori merito referenda Colombo 

Gratia sed summo est maior habenda deo 

Qui vincenda parat noua regna tibiqz sibiqz 

Teqz simul fortem prestat et esse pium,” 

The title to the letter succeeds in the recto 
of the second leaf, which is marked at the 
bottom aij. It is in eight lines, and contains the 
name of Ferdinand only: 
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“ Epistola Christofori Co | lom: cui etas nra 
multu debet: | de Insulis indie supra Gangem | 
nuper inuentis. | Ad quas perquirédas octavo 
anten mense au | spiciis et ere inuictissimi Fer- 
nandi Hispaniarum Regis missus | fuerat; ad 
magnifica diz Raphaelem Sanxis: eiusdé serenissi 
| ni Regis Tesaurarid mnissa: qua nobilis ac lratus 
vir Aliader de Cosco ab Hispano ideomate in 
latina conuertit: tercio K’ls | Maij. M. cece. xciij. 
Potiticatus Alexadri. vi. Anno primo.” 

The eighth page closes with the usual subscrip- 
tion. The only copy known is in the possession 
of Mr. Jolin Carter Brown, and formerly be- 
longed to Mr. Ternaux (?). 

F, Another edition in sinall quarto, black-letter 
type, was printed in Paris, by the same printer, 
Guiot Marchant, and probably in 1493, but it is 
without date. It has four leaves, including the 
title, and there are thirty-nine lines in a full page. 
The recto of the first leaf contains the title to the 
book, and a woodeut: 

“ Epistola de insulis novi | ter repertis Impressa 
parisiis In campo gaillardi.” 

The verso and the following three leaves agree 
in all respects with those in E, except in the sub- 
scription at the end “ Christoforus Colom Oceane 
classis Prefectus,”’ which is omitted, The only 
known copies are in the Bodleian Library, Ox- 
ford, and in the University Library of Géttingen. 
Copies of E and F have been made in fuc-simile, 
very correctly and beautifully executed. 

G. Another edition in large 8vo, and in Roman 
type, was printed in Basle by Berginan de Olpe, 
in 1494, It forms a sequel to “ Verardus in lau- 
dein Ferdinandi Regis” and is comprised in the last 
seven and a half leaves of the volume. This por- 
tion, relating to Columbus, cominences on the 
verso of signature dd’ of that work, with a title 
in two lines, printed in large black-letter charac- 
ters: “ De Insulis nuper in | mari Indico repertis,” 
and below is a copy of the woodcut (II.) There 
are twenty-eight lines in a full page. On the recto 
of the next leaf (dd") is the title to the letter. 
The first line “De Insulis nuper inventis” is in 
large black-letter, and underneath there are ten 
lines in Roman type. The name of Isabella is 
omitted ; 

* De Insulis nuper inuentis | Epistola Christo- 
feri Colom (cui etas nostra mul | tum debet: de 
insulis in mari [Indico nuper inuen | tis: ad quas 
perquirendas octavo antea mense: au | spiciis & 
ere inuictissimi Fernandi Hispaniarad Re | gis 
missus fuerat) ad Magniticd dominad Raphae | lem 
Sanxis: eiusdem serenissimi Regis Thesaurari | 
um missa: ab Hispano ideomate: in latinum con- 
| uertit: terciv Kalendas Maii. M. cece. xciij. Pon- 
titi | catus Alexandri Sexti anno primo.” 

It will be observed that the black-letter char- 
acters in the first line resemble very closely those 
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used in A. The third and fourth woodcuts in A 


are inserted in the text and in the recto of the 
last leaf, below the epigram is the escutcheon of 
Castile and Leon as in A. On the verso of 
this leaf is the cut (I) with a woodcut scroll 
ornament above and below. These woodcuts 
are so like those in A, that they seem to have 
been struck from the same blocks. In a close 
examination, slight differences are perceptible, 
but merely in the shading; not more, however, 
than would appear, if the block had been care- 
fully retouched in those parts. On the title-page 
of the book is a woodcut portrait of Ferdinand, 
very different from that in A. In a note in the 
Grenville Catalogue, it is suggested that A may 
have been printed by de Olpe. This opinion was 
robably founded on the similarity of the black- 
etter characters used in the titles, and also from 
the resemblance of the woodcuts. The varia- 
tion in the portraits was not known, because the 
Grenville copy of A had no portrait. Besides 
this difference, the word nuper has been intro- 
duced into the titles on the first and second 
pages of this edition. There are copies of G in 
the Grenville Library; in those of Harvard Col- 
lege, Cambridge, Mass., and of Mr. J. Carter 
Brown; in my own, and probably in many others. 
It is much less rare than those previously de- 
scribed. 

“ No sooner did this letter make its appearance 
in print, in the year 1493, than the narrative 
which it contained was put forth in Italian ottava 
rima, by Giuliano Dati, one of the most popular 
poets of the day; and there is reason to believe 
that it was sung about the streets, to announce to 
the Italians the astounding news of the discovery 
of a new world” (See Major’s Introduction, p. vi.) 
Two editions or issues of this curious poem exist, 
the only known copies of which are now in the 
library of the British Museum. One is dated the 
25th, the other the 26th of October, 1498. The 
earlier of the two is imperfect, the second is com- 
plete. Slight variations occur in the text. 

H. The first edition is in 4to and in black- 
letter; two columns in a page, and was printed 
in Florence, on the 25th October, 1498. It con- 
sists of four leaves, of which only the first and 
fourth remain. This copy belonged to the Mar- 
quis Costabili, of Ferrara (whose library was sold 
in Paris, in February and March, 1858), and was 
then purchased by the British Museum for thirty- 
six francs. The title at the head of the poem is 
in seven lines: 

“Questa e la hystoria della inventioe delle 
diese Isole di Cannaria In | diane extracte duna 
Epistola di Christofano Colombo & per messer 
Giu | liano Dati traducta de latino in versi vul- 
gari a laude e gloria della cele | stiale corte & a 
consolatione della christiana religioe & a preghiera 


del ma | gnifico Cavalier miser Giouanfilippo De- 

lignamine domestico familia | re dello sacratissimo 
Re di spagna Christianissimo a di xxv. doctobre. 
| Meccelxxxxiij.” 

Underneath and on the verso, are the first six- 
teen octaves; the two missing leaves contained 
thirty-six stanzas and there are fifteen on the 
seventh and eighth pages, making together sixty- 
seven octaves. At the end is the following 
scription, “ Finis | Joannes dictus Florentinus.” 

The second issue of this rare and curious po- 
em is also in 4to. It is in Roman type, and bears 
date the 26th of October, 14938. This edition 
was likewise printed at Florence. It consists of 
four leaves, including a title-page, and contains 
sixty-eight octaves, two columns on a page. It 
was purchased by the British Museum, at the 
Libri sale in Paris, for seventeen hundred francs. 

M. Brunet has described this copy, which was 
bound in a collection of Italian pamphlets in 
verse, under the title “ Lettera,” page 111, vol- 
ume iii. of the Manual; but by an error of the 
press, the date is there printed 1495. Mr. Major 
has reprinted the whole poem, in the appendix to 
his volume. I have an exact fac-simile of this 
little book in vellum, and of the first issue on 

aper. 

The title-page is a woodcut of the king seated 
by a shore, and near an opposite coast three ves- 
sels, with a group of natives on the shore. Above 
are the words “La lettera dellisole che ha trouato 
nuouamente il Re dispagna.” 

The poem commences on the verso, and there 
are ten stanzas on each page, except the last, 
which contains only eight. The last stanza is not 
found in the other edition. The language of the 
two versions differs slightly in many places 
throughout, but sufficiently to indicate a revision 
of the work. 

The first octave of each is given as an example 
of these variations : 


First Issue. 


“L’ oipontente idio ch’l tutto regge 
mi presta gra chi possa cantare 
allaude sua, e di sua sancta legge 
cosa che piaza achii stara ascoltare 
maxime al popol suo & a sua sancta gregge 
elqual non cessa mai magnificare 
come al presente a facto nela spagna 
delle isole trouate cosa magna.” 


Second Issue. 


“ Omnipotéte idio ch tucto regge— 
donami gratia chio possa catare 
allaude tua & di tua sancta legge 
cosa che piaccia achi stara ascoltare 
maxim al popol tuo, & alla tua grege 
el qual no resta mai magnificare 
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come al psente ha facto nella spagna 
delle isole trouate cosa magna.” 

K. An edition of the first letter in German 
was printed at Strasburg, in 1497, by Bartlomesz 
Kistler. It is a small 4to, in black-letter, and 
comprises eight leaves; of which, in my copy, the 
last is take completing the second signature; 
there are thirty lines in a full page. The recto 
of the first leaf contains this title and a wood- 
cut: 

“Fyn schén hiibsch lesen von etlichen insseln 
die do in kurtzen zyten funden synd durch de 
kunig von hispania, vnd sagt vO grossen wun 
derelichen dingen die in déselbé insslen synd.” 

The verso of this first leaf is blank. The text 
begins on the recto of the second leaf, sig. a ij, 
and ends on the recto of the seventh leaf with the 
colophon: 

“ Getruckt zi Strassburg vff gruneck v6 meister 
Bartlomess | Kustler ym iar M.ccce.xevii. vff sant 
Jeronymus tag.” 

On the verso of the seventh leaf, the wood- 
cut of the title-page is repeated. There are 
copies in the Grenville Library, in that of Mr. J. 
Carter Brown, and in mine. The last was pur- 
chased at the Libri sale in Paris. 

L. Another German edition, without place, 
date, or printer’s name, containing an abridged 
account of the voyages of Columbus, and of the 
conquest of Mexico down to the year 1522, was 
printed, it is supposed, at Augsburg, by Sigmund 
Grimm, about 1522. It is a small 4to, consisting 
of eight leaves, thirty-five lines in a full page, and 
in black-letter type. The recto of the first leaf 
contains this title, “* Ein schéne | newe zeytung so 
Kayserlich | Mayestat ausz India yeez | nemlich 
zukommen seind. | Gar hipsch vo den Newen | 
ynseln ynd von yrem sytten | gar kurtz wey lig 
ziileesen,” within an ornamented woodcut bor- 
der. 

The text begins on the verso, and ends on the 
recto of B iiij, with a woodcut of a pineapple, the 
arms of the city of Augsburg. 

The verso of this leaf is blank. My copy for- 
merly belonged to Dr. Kloss, of Frankfort, and 
was purchased at Payne & Foss’ sale in London, 
June, 1850. Mr. J. Carter Brown, also, has a 
copy; but there is none in the Grenville Li- 
brary. 

M. The Latin version of the first letter of Col- 
umbus, is contained in a folio volume printed at 
Basle, in 1533, by Henry Peter, under the title: 
* Bellum Christianorum principum, precipue Gal- 
loram contra Saracenos anno salutis, 1088, pro 
terra Sancta gestum, auctore Roberto Monaco,” 
&c. Copies are in the libraries of the British 
Museum, of Mr. Brown, in my own, and probably 
in many others, The volume is not of remarka- 
ble rarity. 
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Second Voyage. 


There are but two cotemporaneous accounts of 
this voyage. The first is the letter of Dr. Chanca, 
unprinted previously to Navarette’s compilation, 
as has been observed in the introduction. A 
translation is given by Mr. Major. The document 
in Spanish was transcribed from a manuscript in 
the possession of the Real Academa de la Historia 
at Madrid. 

N. The second is the letter of Scillacio [re- 
printed by Mr. Lenox]. It is a 4to, in a very 
clear black-letter type, without place, date, or 
name of printer; without catchwords, signature, 
or pagination, except that the third, fourth, and 
fifth leaves have the numerals 3, 4, 5, at the bot- 
tom of the recto of these leaves respectively, at 
the right hand. There are generally thirty-four 
lines in a page, but the recto of the second leaf 
has thirty-five lines. 

The book commences with a dedication to Lo- 
dovico Sforza, which fills the first and nearly the 
half of the second page. The first four lines are 
printed in red ink, and the initial letter is a small 
capital also printed in red. The text begins on 
the recto of the second leaf; the title in one line, 
and - initial letter, a c, of the ordinary size, 
in red, 

The title is “ De insulis meridiani atque Indici 
maris nuper inuentis.” The text fills eight 
leaves, the second to the ninth inclusive, and 
about half the recto of the tenth leaf. On the 
verso of the tenth leaf is the letter addressed to 
Alphonso Cavallaria; the superscription compre- 
hending three lines, being printed in red. It 
ends thus: “ Valeex Papia Idibus Decembribus 
Mcccelxxxxiiii.” 

[It was first published in 1494, or early in 
1495, but has become so rare that few persons 
have ever heard of it, and only two copies are at 
present known to exist. One of these, not in 
good condition, is in the library of the Marquis 
Trivulzio, of Milan; the other, which is in fine 
order, belonged to Mr. Olivieri, of Parma, and 
was purchased with his books by the Marquis 
Rocca Saporiti, from whom it passed into the 
possession of the writer. Panzer is the only 
bibliographer who mentions it, and he appears to 
have taken his notice of the volume from a cata- 
logue. } 


Third Voyage. 
The events of Columbus’ third voyage, are de- 


scribed in two letters, written by himself. The 
first addressed to the king and queen, is in man- 
uscript, in the archives of the Duke de Infantado. 
It is in the handwriting of Bishop Bartholomew 
de las Casas. The second, addressed to the nurse 
of Prince John, is also in manuscript, among a 
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collection of documents belonging to the Royal 
Academy of History, at Madrid. Both are printed 
in the collection of Navarrete, and also in the 
work of Mr. Major, accompanied by translations 
in English. 


Fourth Voyage. 


The letter of Columbus, containing an account 
of his fourth voyage, was taken by Navarrete from 
a manuscript in the king’s private library at 
Madrid. This MS. is supposed to have been cop- 
ied from a quarto volume in Spanish, no longer 
in existence. Pinelo and Fernando Columbus 
both assert that it was printed in that language. 
It was translated into Italian by Costanzo Bay- 
uera, of Brescia, and published at Venice, in 
1505. This Italian edition is extremely rare. 
The Cavaliere Morelli, librarian of St. Mark’s, 
Venice, reprinted it with comments at Bassano, 
in 1810. 

O. It is a small 4to in black-letter, comprised 
of eight leaves, the last of which is blank. On 
the recto of the first leaf is this title, ‘* Copia de 
la Lettere per Colombo mandata a li Serenissimi 
Re et Regina di Spagna de le insule et luoghi per 
lui trouate.” On the verso is the dedication with 
this superscription : 

“Constantio Bayuera Bressane 
Al Magnifico et Olarissimo Francesco 
Bragadeno Podesta di Bressa 8.” 

The letter follows with this title: ‘* Copia della 
Lettera che scrisse Don Cristoforo Colombo Vice 
Re di Spagna e Almirante delle Isole Indie alli 
Cristianissimi e potenti Re e Regina de Spagna 
nostri Signori nella qual gli manifesta quanto li sia 
accaduto nel suo viaggio, e le.terre provincie citta 
fiumi e altre cose degne di ammirazione, e ancora 
le terre dove si trovano le minere di oro in grande 
quantita, e altre cose di grande valore e ricchezza.”’ 
The text closes with the date, &., “ Data nelle 
Indie nella isola di Ianaica a 7 di Iulio del 1503.” 
The colophon follows thus: ‘‘ Stampata in Vene- 
tia (a nome de OConstantio Bayuera citadino di 
Bressa), per Simone di Louere, a di 7 di Mazo, 
1505 cum priuilegio.” A note is then added, 
explanatory of the title of the letter, in these 
words: ‘ Aduerte lectore a non legere Colombo 
Vice Re di Spagna: mai legerai solum Vice Re de 
le insule Indie.” 


- [The preceding article in the original work of Mr. 
Lenox, is illustrated with a fac-simile of every title and 
cut, and of some parts of the text. We have been 
compelled to resort to mere copies of the titles, ex- 
pressed as well as possible in our modern type and to 
descriptions of the cuts. Of four of the illustrations of 
the earliest edition we present, however, fac-similes 
made from those in Rossi’s work, by J. J. Smith, Esq., 
for his ‘* Historical and Literary Curiosities.” ‘The de- 
scription of the other cuts are, of course, our own, and 
not by Mr. Lenox. } 
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DISCOVERY OF THE HOME OF WASHING- 
TON'S ANCESTORS. 

Ws take pleasure in printing the following in- 
teresting letter from Mr. Sumner to Mr, Sparks, 
describing the “memorial stones” of the Wash- 
ington family, received from the Earl of Spencer, 
The letter describes the parish church of Bring- 
ton, near Althorp (the home of the Spencers), 
and the magnificent park at Althorp; and ex- 
hibits the association between the Spencer family 
and the Washington. 

Boston, Nov. 22, 1860. 

My Dear Sir: Since our last conversation the 
Earl of Spencer has kindly sent to me precise 
copies of the two “ Memorial Stones” of the Eng- 
lish family of George Washington, which I have 
already described to you as harmonizing exactly 
with the pedigree which has the sanction of your 
authority. These are of the same stone and of 
the same size with the originals and have the 
original inscriptions—being in all respects juc- 
similes. They will, therefore, give you an exact 
idea of these interesting memorials in the parish 
church of Brington, near Althorp, in Northamp- 
tonshire. 

The largest is of Lawrence Washington, the 
father of John Washington, who emigrated to 
America. It is a slab of bluish gray sandstone, 
and measures five feet and two inches long, and 
two feet and seven inches broad. 

Here is the inscription: 


HERE LIETH THE BODI OF LAVRENOE 
WASHINGTON SONNE AND HEIRE OF 
ROBERT WASHINGTON OF SOVLGRAVE 
IN THE COUNTIE OF NORTHAMPTON 
ESQUIER WHO MARRIED MARGARET 
THE ELDEST DAUGHTER OF WILLIAM 
BUTLER OF TEES IN THE OOUNTIE 
OF SUSSEXE ESQUIER, WIIO HAD ISSU 
BY HER 8 SONNS AND 9 DAUGHTERS 
WHICH LAVRENCE DECESSED THE 13 
OF DECEMBER A. DNI 1616 


TIOSE THAT BY OMANCE OR OHOYCE 
OF THIS HAST SIGHT 
KNOW LIFE TO DEATH RESIGNES, 
AS DAYE TO NIGHT; 

BUT AS THE SONNES RETORNE 
80 CHRIST SHALL US 
REVIVES THE DAY. 

THOUGH TURNDE TO DUST & OLAY. 


Above the inscription carved in the stone, are 
the arms of the Washingtons with an additional 
gnartering of another family. 

The other is of Elizabeth Washington, daughter 
of Lawrence Washington, and sister of the emi- 
grant. This is a slab of the same sandstone, and 
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measures three feet and five inches long, and 
two feet and six inches broad. The inscription is 
on a small brass plate set into the stone, and is 
as follows : 


HERE LIES INTERRED Y¥ BODIES OF ELIZAB. WASH- 
INGTON WIDDOWE WHO CHANGED THIS LIFE FOR 
IMORTALITIE ¥® 19" Maron 1622. as aLso ¥® 
BODY OF ROBERT WASHINGTON GENT. HER LATE 
HUSBAND SECOND SONNE OF ROBERT WASHINGTON 
OF SOLGRAVE IN ¥® COUNTY OF NORTH. ESQ". 
WHO DEPTED THIS LIFE ¥® 10™ of Maron 1622. 
AFTER THEY LIVED LOVINGLY TOGETHER MANY 
YEARS IN THIS PARISH, 


On a separate brass, beneath the inscription, 
are the arms of the Washingtons without any ad- 
dition. These, as you are well aware, have 
the combination of the stars and stripes, and 
are sometimes supposed to have suggested our 
national flag. In heraldic language, there are 
bars of gules and argent with three mallets or 
stars, 

In the interesting chapter on the Origin and 
Genealogy of the Washington Family, which you 
give in your Appendix to the “ Life of Washing- 
ton,” it appears that Lawrence, the father of the 
emigrant, died 13th Dec., and was buried at 
Brington, 15th Dec., 1616. But the genealogical 
tables, which you followed, gave no indication of 
the locality of this church. Had it appeared that 
it was the parish church of the Spencer Family 
in Northamptonshire, the locality, which I be- 
lieve has not been heretofore known in our coun- 
try, would have been precisely fixed, 

In point of fact, the slab which covers Law- 
rence Washington is in the chancel of the church, 
by the side of the monuments of the Spencer 
Family. These are all in admirable preservation, 
with full-length effigies, busts, or other sculptural 
work, and exhibit an interesting and connected 
series of sepulchral memorials from the reign of 
Henry VIII. to the present time. Among them 
is a monument by the early English sculptor, 
Nicholas Stone; another by Nollekens from a de- 
sign by Cipriani, and another by Flaxman, with 
exquisitely beautiful personitications of Faith and 
Charity. Beneath, repose the successive repre- 
sentatives of this illustrious family, which has 
added to its aristocratic claims by services to the 
State, and also by the unique and world-famous 
library collected by one of its members. In this 
companionship will be found the last English an- 
cestor of our Washington. 

The other slab, covering Elizabeth, the sister 
of the emigrant, is in one of the aisles of the nave, 
where it is scraped by the feet of all who pass. 
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The parish of Brington is between seven and 
eight miles from the town of Northampton, not 
far from the centre of England. It is written in 
Domesday Book “ Brinnintone,” and also “ Brin- 
tone.” It contains about 2210 acres, of which 
about 1400 acres belong to Earl Spencer, about 
826 acres to the rector in right of the church, 
and about 130 acres to other persons. The 
soil is in general a dark-colored loam, with a 
small trace of clay towards the north. Nearly 
——— of the whole is pasture and feeding 
and, 

In the village still stands the house, said to 
have been occupied by the Washingtons when 
the emigrant brother left them. You will see a 
vignette of it on the title-page of the recent Eng- 
lish work, entitled “‘The Washingtons.” Over 
the door is carved the words, ‘ The Lord giveth ; 
the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the name of 
the Lord ;” while the Parish Register gives a pa- 
thetic commentary by showing that, in the very 
year when this house was built, a child had been 
born and another had died in this family. 

The church, originally dedicated to the Virgin, 
still stands at the northeast angle of the village, 
and consists of an embattled tower with five 
bells, a nave, north and south aisles, a chancel, a 
chapel, and a modern porch. The tower is 


flanked by buttresses of two stages. The present 


fabric goes back in its origin to the beginning of 
the 14th century, nearly two hundred years be- 
fore the discovery of America, The chancel and 
chapel, where repose the Spencers and Lawrence 
Washington, were rebuilt by Sir John Spencer, 
the purchaser of the estate, at the beginning of 
the 16th century. They afford one of the latest 
specimens of the Tudor style of architecture. The 
church is beautifully situated on the summit of 
the highest ground of Brington, and is surrounded 
by a stone wall flanked on the inside by trees. 
Dibdin says that a more complete picture of a 
country churchyard is rarely seen. A _ well- 
trimmed walk encircles the whole of the interior, 
while the tine Gothic windows at the end of the 
chancel fill the scene with picturesque beauty. 

The register of the parish, which is still pre- 
served, commences in 1560. From this it appears 
that Wm. Proctor was the rector from 1601 to 
1627, covering the period of the last of the Wash- 
ingtons there. The following further entries oc- 
cur relating to this family : 

1616. “Mr. Lawrence Washington was buried 
XVth day of December.” 

1620. “Mr. Philip Curtis & Mis Amy Wash- 
ington were married August 8.” 

1622. “Mr. Robert Washington was buried 
March ye 11th.” 

“* Mrs, Elizabeth Washington, widow, was 

buried March ye 20th.” 
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Of one of the ministers in this church, we have 
an interesting glimpse in “Evelyn's Memoirs” 
(vol. i., p. 612), where the following entry will 
be found under date of July, 1688: “ Dr. Jetfryes, 
the minister of Althorp, who was my lord’s cha 
lain when ambassador in France, preached t 
shortest discourse I ever heard; but what was 
defective in the amplitude of his sermon, he had 
supplied in the largeness and convenience of the 
parsonage-house.” 

At a short distance—less than a mile—is Al- 
thorp, the seat of the Spencers, surrounded by a 
park of five hundred acres, one of whose gates 
opens near the church. There are oak-trees 
bordering on the churchyard, which were grow- 
ing at the time of the purchase of the estate in 
the reign of Henry VII. Evelyn was often here 
a delighted visitor. On one occasion he speaks 
of “the house or rather palace at Althorp” 
(vol. i., p. 612). In another place he describes it 
as “placed in a pretty open bottom, very finely 
flanked with stately woods and groves in a park” 
(vol. i., p. 451). t me add that there is an 
engraving of Althorp at this time, by the younger 
Vosterman, a Dutch artist. 

There is one feature of the park which excited 
the admiration of Evelyn, and at a later day of 
Mrs. Jameson, who gives to it some beautiful 
pages in her “ Visits and Sketches at Home and 
Abroad.” It is the record of the time when dif- 
ferent plantations of trees were begun. While 
recommending this practice in his ‘* Sylva,” Eve- 
lyn remarks, “the only instance I know of the 
like in our country is in the park af Althorp.” 
There are six of these commemorative stones. 
The first records a wood planted by Sir John 
Spencer, in 1567 and 1568; the second a wood 
planted by Sir John Spencer, son of the former, 
in 1589; the third, a wood planted by Robert 
Lord Spencer, in 1602 and 1608; the fourth, a 
wood planted by Sir William Spencer, Knight of 
the Bath, afterwards Lord Spencer, in 1624. 
The latter stone is ornamented with the arms of 
the Spencers, and on the back is inscribed ‘“‘ Up 
and bee doing and God will prosper.” It was in 
this scenery and amidst these associations that 
the Washingtons lived. When the emigrant left 
in 1657, these woods must have been well grown. 
It was not long afterwards that they arrested the 
attention of Evelyn. 

+ The Household Books of Althorp show that 
for many years the Washingtons were frequent 
guests there. The hospitality of this seat has 
been renowned. The queen of James I. and the 
Prince Henry, on their way to London, in 1603, 
were welcomed there in an entertainment, mem- 
orable for a masque from the vigorous muse of 
Ben Jonson (Ben Jonson’s Works, vol. vi., p. 
475). Charles I. was at Althorp, in 1647, when 
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he received the first intelligence of those pursuers 
from whom he never esca; until his life had 
been laid down upon the scaffuld. In 1698, King 
William was there for a week, and according to 
Evelyn was “ mightily entertained (vol. ii.,.p. 50). 
At least one of the members of the family were 
famous for hospitality of a different character. 
Evelyn records that he used to dine with the 
Countess of Sunderland,—the title then borne by 
the Spencers,—‘* when she invited jire-eaters, 
stone-eaters, and opera-singers, after the fashion 
of the day” (vol. i. pp. 498, 483, a 

The family was early and constantly associated 
with literature. Spencer, the poet, belonged to 
it; and to one of its members he has dedicated 
his “Tears of the Muses.” It was for Alice 
Spencer that Milton is said to have written his 
“Arcades,” and Sir John Harrington has cele- 
brated her memory by an epigram. The Sacha- 
rissa of Waller was the Lady Dorothy Sydney, 
wife of the first Earl of Sunderland, the third 
Lord Spencer, who perished fighting for King 
Charles I. at Newbury. I do not dwell on other 
associations of a later day, as my object is simply 
to allude to those which existed in the time of 
the Washingtons, 

“The nobility of the Spencers has been illus- 
trated and enriched by the trophies of Marlbor- 
ough; but I exhort them to consider the Fairy 
Queen as the most precious jewel of their coronet.” 
Thus wrote Gibbon In one of his memoirs, and all 
must feel the beauty of the passage. Perhaps it 
is not much to say that this nobility claim another 
illustration from its ties of friendship and neigh- 
borhood with the family of Washington. I can- 
not doubt that hereafter the parish church of 
Brington will be often visited by our country- 
men, who will look with reverence upon a spot 
so closely associated with American history. 

I trust that this little sketch, suggested by 
what I saw at Althorp, during a brief visit last 
autumn, will not seem irrelevant. Besides my 
own personal impressions, and the volumes quoted, 
I have relied upon Dibdin’s ‘“‘Zdes Althorpiansz,” 
so interesting to all bibliological students, and 
especially upon Baker’s “ History of Northamp- 
tonshire,”—one of those magnificent local works 
which illustrate English history,—to which you 
refer in your ‘‘ Appendix,” but which was not 
completed till some time after the * Life of Wash- 
ington” appeared. 

Of course, the Memorial Stones, which I have 
received from Lord Spencer, are of much historic 
value, and I think that I shall best carry out the 
generous idea of the giver by taking care that 
they are permanently placed where they can be 
seen by the public; perhaps at the State House 
near Chantry’s beautiful statue of Washington,— 
if this would be agreeable to the Commonwealth, 
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Pray pardon this long letter, and believe me, 
my dear sir, with much regard, 
Ever sincerely yours, 
Cuaries SuMNER. 
Jarep Sparks, Esq. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING EPHEM- 
ERAL PUBLICATIONS. 


BY LEMUEL G. OLMSTEAD, 


Posterity delights in details.—John Quincey Adams, 


Waar probably would a copy of the first 
handbill, almanac, newspaper, or theatre bill 
printed in New York, now bring put up at ane- 
tion? Either of them would unquestionably 
bring more than the most expensive volume ever 
published in this city since, and yet there is 
nothing which annoys the tidy housewife more, 
who has a capital eye for dirt, and whose soul is 
disturbed by disorder, than a descent from the 
garret of one of grandpa’s old almanacs, or the 
appearance of a stray number of an old Revolu- 
tionary paper, even when the intrinsic value of 
either, is worth more than its weight in gold. 
How many manuscript letters, old newspapers, 
pamphlets, and primers, although they may 
have been dog-eared, yet were relics and records 
of the heroic past, have been snatched up and 
hurried, as though they were evil spirits, into the 
fire. How many families have burned up what, 
if it had been sold, would have made them com- 
furtable for life. There is a family in Connecti- 
cut, whose name I will forbear to mention, one 
of whose ancestors had held a high rank in the 
old French and Indian war, and afterwards in 
the army of the Revolution, who had carefully 
recorded in a journal, every thing which had 
occurred, and had preserved muster-rolls, orders 
of the day, handbills, newspapers, &c., to the 
amount of two or three barrels, These had been 
preserved with care by his son and transmitted 
to his grandson, who married a lady, who like 
many others of our fair countrywomen, could 
bear the sight of any thing better than old paper. 
She was greatly annoyed with the presence of 
these precious barrels in the attic; and from the 
first of her marriage, she could not and did not 
rest, until one day when her husband was absent 
she had her servants help bring them down and 
commit them and their contents to the flames. 
When her dear returned, she told him how much 
she had improved the garret, by burning the bar- 
rels and all the rubbish of the kind. It was news 
to her to learn, that the journals were the only 
records known from which it was expected to 
supply along gap in the history of the French 





and Indian war, and which cannot now be sup- 
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plied. The papers were judged to have been 
worth twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Pamphlets on literature and science, philosophy 
and philology, genealogy, history, and statistics, 
which have been written with research, and 
which contain most important investigations and 
the results of long observations ; and manuscript 
letters, diaries, and reports, which contain facts, 
dates, and events which often can be found no- 
where else, are gathered from the garrets, com- 
mitted to the flames, or ground up to make news- 
paper. Many a pamphlet, which was published 
for a few cents, and would now bring as many 
dollars, is in this way destroyed. Men of emi- 
nent literary and scientific attainments are daily 
searching for books, pamphlets, and papers which 
are considered worthless by many of our superfi- 
cial ones. Many books, which are seldom read, 
are wanted to verify quotations and dates. The 
biographer and the historian want all the ephem- 
eral pamphlets, newspapers, manuscript diaries 
and letters relating to the times and persons of 
which he writes. Who can estimate the value of 
a library which should contain a copy of all the 
directories of towns, which have been published 
in our country, of the almanacs, the newspapers, 
the pamphlets, and the school-books, and some of 
the handbills and show-bills of each year! It 
would, in some respects, be equal in value to that 
of the world-renowned Vatican library. There is 
not in our country a more unique and valuable 
collection of books, pamphlets, newspapers, hand- 
bills, &c., &c., than that of Colonel Peter Force, 
of Washington City. It is unique, because it 
contains so much of an ephemeral character. It 
would be a much more serious matter to the 
country to lose it than to lose the library of Con- 
gress, because the one could be replaced, the 
other could not. To say nothing of directories, 
almanacs, newspapers, handbills, manuscript let- 
ters, diaries, &c., &c., a copy of every pamphlet 
which has been published in our country would 
be worth more than a copy of every work in 
book-form. Every family should preserve at 
least the pamphlets, the almanacs, and one good 
newspaper, which is the history of the time in 
which they live and the best one, anybody will 
ever see of that time. These well-selected, well- 
preserved, and well-read, would train a family to 
intelligence and saving habits; and when the 
parents have fulfilled their days they would be a 
valuable legacy to their children. To a person 
who has occasion to consult these ephemeral pub- 
lications, nothing is more sad, than to find how 
wofully they are destroyed, and how much igno- 
rant vandalism we have among us. 

Mr. J. L. Libbey, librarian in Harvard College, 
says: * That junk-dealers in the city, and tinners 
in the country, collect wagon-loads of dead stock, 
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old books, pamphlets, and papers; among which 
are many of great rarity and value, and sell them 
for a cent or two a pound to paper-makers, to be 
ound over and converted into paper-hangings, 
“ About a year ago, I saw in Boston, three large 
wagons, nearly filled with huge bags, just leaving 
a very humble auction-room, and from a few 
amphiets, which a man was stuffing into the 
ast bag, I rescued one which for nearly eleven 
years I had been trying to find, to assist me in 
completing the volume of a valuable periodical. 
“T have known a journey to be made from 
New York to Cambridge, in a storm in January, 
mainly for the purpose of consulting an old 
funeral sermon, of which another copy could not 
be tound in the country. It had probably never 
been asked for during the generations since it 
caine to the library; but it was now wanted in a 
law case involving near half a million of dollars. 
How many would think a funeral sermon worth 
sending to the library of Harvard College? 
“From a remote part of Maine, journeys were 
repeatedly made to this vicinity, for information 
respecting land claims and mill privileges, and the 
parties found at last, by means of an old Boston 
directory, to which I called their attention, 
that for years they had probably been pursuing 
their inquiries on one of the most important 
points in the wrong direction, And yet the 


question is eften asked, ‘Of what use is an old 


directory 2? 

“A family in a neighboring city, on vacating a 
house, sent a valuable donation; but, from an 
apprehension that a thorough gleaning had not 
been made, a messenger was dispatched to the 
place, and he fuund in the barn, among papers 
which had been thrown there as worthless, sev- 
eral of the old, scarce Acts and Resolves of the 
State, other valuable documents, and a small un- 
bound volume, of which fruitless efforts had been 
made to obtain a copy for the library. 

“From a closet, where they had probably re- 
mained nearly a century, we recently received 
tolerably complete files of the Boston News Let- 
ter, and of the Zvening Post, for the years 1742. 
1748, 1744, which contain a large amount of im- 
portant information, nowhere else to be had, 
respecting Whitefield and the great revival, and 
the circumstances connected with the publication 
aud statements of Prince’s ‘ Christian History.’ 

“In a neat butter-firkin of literary remains, 
sent to the library, at my special request, I found 
pamphlets, odd numbers of periodicals, enabling 
me to complete imperfect volumes, and a file ot 
newspapers, which make a perfect copy of the 
first voluine of the Boston Gazette, beginning in 
the year 1765, an important period in the history 
of the American colonies.” 

Col. Force also tells of some remarkable success 


in completing imperfect volumes and sets of 
works, by looking over barrels and boxes of old 
papers. And every man who has had any expe- 
rience in antiquarian research, can tell of similar 
success. 

If the old almanacs, sermons, newspapers, di- 
rectories, reports, old books, manuscript letters, 
diaries, and pamphlets of every kind, could be 
gathered from the garrets, closets, old chests, 
trunks, and barrels, there would be many things 
brought to light, of which there is not now known 
to be a copy in existence. After several years’ 
search, I have obtained a complete set of the 
Annual Reports of the American Bible Society. 
Perhaps there are not a half dozen more com- 
plete sets in existence. 

One word with regard to the manner of put- 
ting up pamphlets. It may be interesting to 
know, that some bind them in volumes, and have 
a general catalogue, as is done in the Library 
Company of Philadelphia. Others put them up 
entire in packages, according to the authors, put- 
ting on the back of the package the first three 
letters of their names. For example, those writ- 
ten by Smith, would have Sar. on the back of 
the package. This is the method in Harvard 
Library, and in the Atheneum, in Boston. A 
third method is, to put them up by subjects, as is 
done by the British Museum, Each of these 
methods has its advantages, and by either, any 
thing desired, may be readily obtained. Either 
of these methods can be pursued in every private 
collection, and thus any pamphlet or paper may 
be readily found. Whichever method is adopted 
in putting up pamphlets, they should be pre- 
served entire with the covers on, as originally 
issued. 


CHARTER OF CHARLES V. TO HERNANDO DE 
SOTO. 

Hirnerro translations have appeared in several 
numbers of this periodical, published for the first 
time, respecting the career of one of the most 
brilliant captains of early Spanish adventure in 
America. The successful fortunes of Soto in 
Peru, which enabled him to attempt an indepen- 
dent achievement, came to be dissipated in an en- 
terprise that at the time drew all eyes upon himn,— 
in the conquest and colonization of Florida. This 
region comprised scarcely less, as indefinitely de- 
scribed, on the sea than the land, which extend- 
ing along the Atlantic Ocean over the Gulf of 
Mexico, forms at this time the coast line on the 
east and south of the United States. The con- 
tract, “asiento,” and agreement, “ capitulacion,” 
made with the emperor for that grave and cour- 
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ageous purpose, were printed a few years ago by 
Mr, Buckingham Sinith, in a volume of papers, 
designed as the first of a series, and has not until 
now appeared in any form out of its original. 
The provisions mentioned in the last section but 
one, as instructions for the guidance of the Ade- 
lantado, we are informed do not appear on record 
with this grant, but are to be learned from the 
one given us in the year 1526, to Francisco Mon- 
tejo tor the conquest of Yucatan, and in the fori 
of an ordinance was annexed to all charters that 
subsequently issued and became necessary, be- 
cause, according to the royal words of the pre- 
amble, “The inordinate avarice which actuate 
some of our subjects who go to the India islands 
and the main of the oceun sea; they giving the 
native Indians evil usage, by great and excessive 
toil put upon thein in getting gold, and in the 
fishing after pearls treating them with a 
cruelty and unkindness inuch worse than if they 
had been slaves,” published in the original, should 
let us into the spirit and policy that actuated the 
king and his council of the Ludies to mitigate 
the severities that were so fiercely falling on the 
unhappy Americans; and a careful survey of his- 
tory instructs us of the benetits or effects of those 
measures, 


Tue Kine: 


Inasmuch as thou, Captain Hernando de Soto, 
hast made me memorial of having served in the 
conquest, pacification, and peopling of the prov- 
inces of Nicaragua and of Peru, and of other 
parts of our Indies ; and that now, with a desire 
to serve us further, for the continuance and in- 
crease of our patrimony and royal crown, thou 
wouldst return to our said Indies to conquer and 
colonize the province of the River of Palins to 
Florida, the government whereof was bestowed 
on Panfilo de Narvaez; and the provinces and 
Tierra-nueva, the government and discovery 
whereof was conferred on the licentiate Lucas 
Vasquez de Ayllon; and to that object thou 
wouldst take from these our kingdoms, and from 
those our said Indies, five hundred men, with the 
arins, horses, implements, and necessary ainimu- 
nition, and wouldst go hence to make the con- 
quest and peopling within a year first sueceed- 
ing this that reckoneth from the day of the date 
of this agreement; and that when thou wouldst 
leave the island of Cuba to make that conquest, 
wouldst take the stores necessary for all that people 
during a term of eighteen months, rather more 
than less, the whole at thy cost and maintenance, 
without our being obliged, nor the king that shall 
come after us, to pay or satisfy thee for the ex- 
penditures therein other than such as thou mayst 
be authorized to make in this said agreement; 
and thou petitionest that on thee I should bestow 





the subjugation of said lands and provinces, to- 
gether with the government of said island of 
Cuba, that thence thou mightst better command 
and provide whatsoever is principal and import- 
ant tor that conquest and colonization; over all 
which I have directed should be taken with thee 
the contract and agreement following: 

First: I license and empower thee, Captain 
Hernando de Soto, for us and in our name and in 
that of the royal crown of Castile, to conquer, 
and pacify, and populate the said countries that 
are from the said province of Rio de las Palmas 
to Florida, the government whereof was bestowed 
on the said Panfilo de Narvaez, and onward the 
provinces of the said Tierra-nueva, which are 
granted in like manner to the said Licentiate 
Ayllon. 

Also: Understanding that the service of God 
our Lord will thereby be promoted, and to honor 
thy person, we promise to give thee title of our 
governor and captain-general of two hundred 
leagues of coast which thou shalt designate in 
that thou mayst discover, so that within four 
years, to be reckoned from the time thou arrivest 
in any part whatsoever of the provinces and 
lands aforesaid, thou mayst choose and declare 
whence thou wouldst should begin the said two 
hundred leagues along this shore, for all the days 
of thy life, with a yearly salary of fifteen hundred 
ducats, and tive hundred in supplement of ex- 
pense, being in all two thousand ducats, whereof 
thou shalt enjoy from the day that thou makest 
sail from the port of San Lucas to go upon thy 
voyage, to be paid from the rents and profits 
arising to us in those said lands and provinces 
which thus thou proposest to subdue and people, 
and in that time, there being no rents and profits 
trom them, we shall not be obligated to pay aught 
of those sums to thee. 

Also: I will confer on thee the title of our ade- 
lantado of the said two hundred leagues that thou 
wilt choose and declare for thy government in 
the said lands and provinces that thou shalt so 
discover and populate; and I will likewise bestow 
on thee the office of alguazil-mayor of those 
territories in perpetuity. 

Also: We give thee license, with the approval 
and concurrence of our officers in said province, 
that thou mayst build as many as three fortresses 
of stone in the parts and places that are most 
proper, as shall seem to thee and our said officers 
necessary for the protection and pacification of 
said territory; and we do confer on thee the 
lieutenancy of them, for thee and one heir and 
successor to thee, whomsoever thou shalt name, 
with annual salary of one hundred thousand 
maravedies with each one of said fortresses, which 
sum thou shalt enjoy from the time any of them 
shall be made, completed, and inclosed by the 
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inspection of our said officers, to be built at thy | may take to thee in thy said country from these 


cost, without ourselves, or the kings that shall 
come after us, being obliged to pay thee whatso- 
ever thou mayst expend on said fortresses, 

Also: Inasmuch as thou hast petitioned us to 
confer on thee some portion of the lands and 
vassals in said province, which thus thou shalt 
have to conquer and people, we, in consideration 
of what have been thy services, and the costs 
that henceforth shall arise in said conquest and 
pacification, have thought well to bestow on 
thee, and we do now by these presents bestow, 
twelve leagues square, and in the said two hun- 
dred leagues that thou wilt select, to hold in the 
government and lands and provinces aforesaid, 
the which we command our said officers of said 
province to assign to thee after thou wilt have 
chosen the said two hundred leagues, the same 
not being a port of the sea, nor the chief town, 
with the authority and title that we shall com- 
mand to issue to thee at the time we may confer 
the grant. 

Also: Inasmuch as thou hast petitioned us, as 
has been said, the better to provide all principal 
and important matters for the said conquest and 
colonization of said territories and provinces, in 
order to be bestowed on thee at the same time 
with the government of the island of Cuba; which 
for that purpose we deem well, and it is our 
wish that for the time it be our pleasure thou 
hold the government thereof, for which we shall 
order our provision to issue, in the which thou 
shalt be required to have an alcalde-mayor who 
shall be a man of law, to whom we shall direct 
thee to pay there a salary of two hundred gold 
dollars yearly, and to thee five hundred ducats in 
aid of expense annually with said government in 
all the time thou mayst govern, to be paid from 
the duties and profits we may have in that prov- 
ince which thou wilt thus subjugate and pacify 
and hold in government, and there being none 
therein we shall not be obliged to pay this, that, 
or other thing whatsoever thereof less this the 
two hundred dollars of the said alealde-mayor. 

Also: We give thee license and power that from 
these kingdoms and seigniories, and from the king- 
dom of Portugal, the islands of Cape de Verde, 
and Guinea, thou mayst and shalt pass, or 


Juba, fifty negro slaves, whereof one-third at 
least females, free therein of the duties of almoja- 
rifazgo that to us can belong, paying two ducats 


the license for each one of them to Diego de la} 


Haya, who hath in charge the collection by our 
command. 

Also: We promise thee on thy arrival .in the 
said country of thy government that thou wilt 
conquer and people, to give license and authority 
to whomsoever shall exercise thy right, that he 





our kingdoms, Portugal, or islands of Cape Verde, 
other fifty negro slaves, the third part thereof 
females, free of all duties. 

Also: We concede to all who shall go to people 
that country within the first six years following 
the date hereof, that of the gold which may be 
taken from the mines be paid us the tenth part, 
and afterward we be paid a ninth, and so on de- 
creasing yearly until coming to a fifth; but of 
gold or other thing that may arise from traffic, 
booty, or in any other manner, shall be paid us 
forthwith the fifth of all. 

Also: We grant to the settlers of that country 
for the said six years, and longer as may be our 
pleasure, free of almoxarifazgo, all that they may 
take fur supplies and use of their houses, with the 
restriction that it be not for sale; and for what- 
soever else they and whomsoever else, merchants 
or traffickers, we grant likewise free for two years 
and not longer. 

Also: We promise that for a term of ten years 
and longer, until we shall ake other provision to 
the contrary, not to impose on the inhabitants of 
said countries excise or other duty whatsoever. 

Also: We concede to said inhabitants that thou 
grant them the lots and lands proper to their 
conditions, in accordance with what has been and 
is done in Espaiiola; and we likewise license 
thee, that in our name, during the time of thy 
government, thou make the bestowal of the In- 
dians of that said country, observing therein the 
instructions and provisions that to thee will be 
given. 

Also: We present in gift and alms to the hos- 
pital that may be erected in that land to aid the 


|cure of the poor that shall go thither, one hun- 


dred thousand maravedies, to be paid from the 
penalties of the tribunal of said country. 

Likewise at thy petition, and by thy consent 
and that of the colonists of said land as we have 
said we will bestow, we hereby do by this to its 
hospital the duties of escobilla and relabes there 
shall be in the boundaries that may be erected, 
and therefore we will order our provision to issue 
in form. 

Likewise we will command, and do hereby 


| order and inaintain, that from these our kingdoms 
whoso thy right shall have, to the said island of | 


do not pass or go into said forts any one of the 
persons prohibited from going thither, under the 
penalties contained in the laws and ordinances 
and our letters that upon this by us and by the 
Catholic kings have issued, nor priests, nor attor- 
neys, for the practice of their profession. 

All which, as aforesaid, and each thing and 
part thereof, we concede to thee in consideration 
that thou, Captain Hernando de Soto, art held 
and obliged to go from these our realms in per- 
son, to make said conquest within one year first 
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following, to be reckoned from the date of this 
agreement. 

Also: On condition that when thou goest from 
these our kingdoms and shalt arrive at said land, 
thou wilt have to carry and have with thee the 
officers of our treasury that shall be appointed by 
us; and likewise the persons, religious or ecclesi- 
astical, that shall be designated by ourselves for 
the instruction of the natives of that province in 
our Holy Catholic Faith, to which religious per- 
sons thou wilt give and pay the passage and 
freight and the necessary subsistence according to 
their conditions, all at thy cost, without their 
taking any thing for the said entire voyage, with 
which we greatly charge thee that thou accord- 
ingly do and comply with as a thing pertaining 
to the service of God as well as ours, and if other- 
wise we shall deem ourselves unserved. 

Also: When it shall so happen that, according 
to right and the laws of our kingdoms, our peo- 
ple and the captains of our armadas take captive 
any prince or lord of the lands where by our 
command they wage war, the ransom of such 
lord or cacique belongs to us, with all other things 
movable that may be found and that belong to 
such person individually; but considering that 
the great toils and perils which our subjects un- 
dergo in the conquest of the Indians, in some 
amendment thereof and for their favor, we declare 
and command that if in thy said conquest and 
government there be captured or seized any 
cacique or principal lord, of all the treasures, gold, 
silver, stones, and pearls, that come of him by 
way of ransom, or in any other manner, shall be 
given to thee the sixth part, and the remainder 
divided among the conquerors, taking tirst thence 
our fifth; and in the event that said cacique, or 
principal lord, should come to his death in battle, 
or afterward by the course of justice, or in any 
other whatsoever manner, in such case of the 
said treasures and goods there be of his, we shall 
have of right the half, which shall first be taken 
before any thing else by our officers, after the de- 
duction first of our fifth thereof. 

Also: Lest any of our officers of that prov- 
ince should have any doubt concerning the col- 
lection of our dues, especially of gold, silver, 
stones, and pearls, as well as those that may be 
found in sepulchres and other places where they 
may have been hidden, as those come of by traffic, 
or booty, or in other manner, our will and pleas- 
ure is that for the time being the following order 
shall be preserved : 

First: We order that of all the gold and silver, 
stones and pearls, that may be taken in battles, 
or by carrying of towns, or traffic with the In- 
dians; should and shall be paid us our fifth of the 
whole. 

Also: That of all the gold and silver, stones, 
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pearls, and other things that shall be found, or 
exist, alike whether in graves, sepulchres, ocues 
or temples of the Indians, or in other places 
where they have been accustomed to offer sacri- 
fices to their idols, or in other sacred concealed 
spots, or interred in house or hereditary posses- 
sion, or ground or any public places, or secret, or 
private of any state or dignity be it what it may, 
of all that and of all other of this kind that exist 
and shall be found, whether by accident, or search, 
the half to be paid to us without discount of any 
sort, the other half remaining to the person who 
shall have been the discoverer; provided that if 
any such person or persons hide any such, and do 
not make them known for their apportionment of 
what shall by this chapter be theirs, they shall 
have forfeited all the gold, silver, stones, and 
pearls, with the half beside of all their other 
property, to the use of our tribunal and exchequer. 

And inasmuch as we have been informed of 
the evils and disorders that have taken and do 
take place in discoveries and in making of new 
settlements, and which we can with good con- 
sciences in no wise permit; for prevention thereof, 
by the advice of our Council in consultation, a 
royal provision hath been ordained of chapters 
that hath issued upon what thou shalt observe in 
that conquest and colonization, which we order 
to be incorporated therein, the tenor of this that 
follows : 

Thence, by this present, doing thou, the said 
Captain Hernando de Soto, the foregoing at thy 
cost, according to and in the manner contained 
therein, and observing and complying with the 
contents of the provision aforesaid incorporated, 
and all the other instructions which hereafter 
we shall order to be issued and given for that said 
country, and for the good treatment and conver- 
sion to our Holy Catholic Faith of the natives 
thereof, I proclaim and promise that this agree- 
ment shall be observed, and that every thing in 
it contained in and through all as aforesaid; and 
thou not doing or complying, neither shall we be 
obliged to abide or comply with the foregoing, 
nor any thing of it, but on the contrary we shall 
command thee to be proceeded against and pun- 
ished as a person who neither abides by nor com- 
plies with his contract, but infringes the commands 
of his king and natural Jord. And in testimony 
whereof, we order this present to be signed by my 
name, and countersigned by my secretary whose 
name is underwritten. Dated in the town of 
Valladolid, the twentieth day of the month of 
April, of the year one thousand five hundred and 
thirty-seven, I, rux Krxe. 

Examined by Samano, and signed by the car- 
dinal, and by the Count of Osorno, and by Bel- 
tran, and by Caravajal, and by Belazqnez. 
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THE LAST OF THE CATAWBAS. 
BY JUDGE JOHN BELTON O’NEALL. 


one hundred warriors, is now the merest handful 
of idle, dissipated squaws, pappooses, and men, 
all more or less mixed with whites. The Indian 
land in York and Lancaster, is the most beauti- 
ful body of land which the writer ever beheld. 
It is sad to think that the red men who once 
inhabited it, should have parted with it for the 
most inconsiderable trifles. 

The State has, however, tried by every means 
in her power to save them (the Indians) from 
themselves. Even after they had, on long leases, 
pretty much deprived themselves of a possession, 
the State purchased the fee, and gave them the 
means of settling among the Cherokees of North 
Carolina. This they tried, but found too much 
work under Mr. Thomas, to suit them. They re- 
turned, and are now located in York and Lancas- 
ter, on land purchased for them. They are there, 
dragging out lives of Indian listlessness and dissi- 
pation. They are soon to be extinct. 

Peter Harris did not present himself before the 
Legislature of 1822, in vain. His inimitable pe- 
tition, drawn by the poet and orator of Charles- 
ton, William Crafts, is found in Lossing’s second 
“Pictorial Field Book,” p. 656, note 1. It is 
given here: 

“T am one,” says Peter Harris, in his petition, 
“of those lingering survivors of our almost ex- 
tinguished race. I am one of the few stalks that 
still remain in the field where the tempest of the 

Revolution has passed. I fought the British for 
your sake, The British have disappeared, and 
you are free: yet from me have the British taken 
nothing; nor have I gained any thing by their 
defeat. I pursued the deer for subsistence; the 
deer are disappearing, and I must starve. God 
ordained me for the forest, and my ambition is 
the shade. But the strength of my arm decays, 
and my feet fail ine in the chase. The hand which 
fought for your liberty is now open for your relief. 
In my youth I bled in battle that you might be 
independent; let not my heart, in my old age, 
bleed for the want of your commiseration.” 

The appeal was not in vain; “his hand” was 
filled, and * his heart”’ rejoiced in the “ commniser- 
ation,” which the Legislature manifested in the 
grant of an annuity of $60, for life. 

Where is Peter Harris? He has long joined 
his fathers in their happy hunting grounds, 

















Tue Catawba nation of Indians was once large 
and powerful. Their territory was in Lancaster 
and York districts, South Carolina, on the Oa- 
tawba river, and extended south as far as Broad 
River, called by the Indians Es-waw-pud-neh, or 
Line River, from its dividing the Catawbas from 
the Cherokees. 

Peter Harris, in Columbia Co, represented him- 
self to be the last full-blooded Catawba; and 
there is little room to doubt the fact, for he had 
not only been a soldier in the American army in 
the Revolutionary War, but he was one of several 
Indians, who were carried, by men greedy of gain, 
to England, to be shown for reward, and there 
abandoned and left to charity for their return. 
Many of his observations on what he saw in Eu- 
rope, are curious and entertaining, but they can- 
not be here repeated. 

He was the blackest Indian the writer ever 
saw; he was fully as black as a negro. He gave 
to Dr. Flannagan, then, the name of Broad River 
Eswawpuddeneh, which he said meant “ Line 
River;” which divided the Catawbas from the 
Cherokees. The name is correctly given in the 
article “‘ Newberry” (Mill’s “ Statistics of South 
Carolina,” pp. 649-50), which was, as the writer 
knows, prepared by Dr. Reuben Flannagan. P. 
E. Pearreson, Esq., who was present, and heard 
the Indian name of Broad River given by Peter 
Harris to Dr. Flannagan, has given a wrong 
spelling and pronunciation, as Eswaw Huffadaw 
(Mill’s “Statistics,” p. 555). The Catawbas were 
once a powerful tribe: they, perliaps, once, as far 
back as 1716, joined the other tribes against the 
whites; before and ever afterwards they were 
their friends. 

Tradition is that Cog was their last king. He 
served in the Revolutionary War, under Wash- 
ington, and said as he was ‘‘ only a general,’ he 
would be a ‘captain,’” and hence he was called 
“Oaptain Cog.” When the General visited the 
South, as president, a ball was given to him on 
his way home, at Charlotte, N. C. Cog was 
there to see the General, and was taken into the 
ball-room, to astonish him; but his stoicism was 
not thus to be moved. After surveying the daz- 
zling array of dress and beauty, he said, “Squaw 
enough.” 

The Indians once mustered with the York regi- 
ment every time it turned out, but their mode 
of mustering did not accord with the strict mili- 
tary notions of Gov. Williams; in 1815 or 1818, 
he ordered them from the field. They said, very 
naively, “white folks let Indian fight for them, 
but no muster.” They never afterwards appeared 
on the field. What was not more than sixty or 


Nore.—Washington, in his Diary, makes no 
mention of a ball at Charlotte. Under date of 
27th May, 1791, he says: “At Mr. Crawford's, 
I was met by some of the chiefs of the Catawba 
nation, who seemed to be under apprehension that 
some attempts were making, or would be made 
to deprive them of'a part of the 40,000 acres weh, 
was secured to them by Treaty, and which is 
bounded by this Road.” 
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Societies and their Proceedings. 


GEORGIA. 


Gerorata Iisrorioat Soorrry.—Savannah, De- 
cember 10, 1860.—At the regular meeting of this 
Society, held at the above place, and at the time 
specified, the following letter from Com. Tattnall, 
accompanying a beautiful suit of Japanese armor, 
was presented by Dr. Kollock: 


Sacketr’s Harpor, N. Y., Nov. 21, 1860. 

Sir: A year since I had the pleasure of the 
company, on board the flag-ship Powhatan, on 
a visit to Japan, of my friend, Mr. John E. Ward, 
U. S. Minister to China. 

Mr. Ward then purchased a beautiful and costly 
suit of Japanese armor, which he intrusted to my 
care, to be conveyed home and presented, in his 
name, to the Georgia Historical Society, which I 
have great pleasure in now doing, through my 
relative Dr. P. M. Kollock, of Savannah. 

There are two swords attached to the armor. 
A short one is with it; the longer one is in New 
York, whence it will be sent to the Society by 
express. It was too long for the box in which 
the armor was packed. 

The armor is of the quality and fashion worn 
by the princes of Japan, and is the most valuable 
and interesting specimen of Japanese art and cos- 
tume that I met with in that country. 

I am sure that the Society will attach an addi- 
tional interest to it as the gift of a Georgian, who 
has rendered his country so much service and 
honor abroad. 

With great respect, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jostan Tartnat, Capt. U.S. Navy. 


The Presipent Georgia Historical Society. 


Whereupon the Society unanimously adopted 
the following resolutions, offered by Mr. Bogart: 


Wuereas, The Georgia Historical Society has 
this day received, through the kindness of Dr. P. 
M. Kollock, a rich and costly suit of Japanese 
armor, presented by the Hon. John E. Ward, U. 
S. Minister to China, and forwarded to the Uni- 
ted States by Commodore Tattnall, U. S. N. 

Resolved, That the Society, appreciating very 
highly this generous donation of Hon. John E. 
Ward, hereby tender him their sincere thanks. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are 
due, and are hereby tendered to Commodore Tatt- 
nall, for forwarding to the Society this armor, 
and that the letter accompanying the same, be 
spread upon the journal of this Society, and be 
also published in the city papers. 





The armor, of which the following description 
was originally published in the North China 
Herald, at Shanghai, has been on exhibition at 
the Georgia Historical Society Room from the 
commencement of the year. 

“Of the many beautiful productions of art in 
which Japan abounds, none has excited greater 
or more deserved adiniration than a complete suit 
of armor, purchased on his late visit to that coun- 
try by his Excellency Mr. Ward, U. S. Minister 
to China, 

“This curious and magnificent suit is of mixed 
chain and lacquered copper; and although evi- 
dently of great antiquity, is yet in a complete 
state of preservation. The helmet is of polished 
steel, engraved and richly inlaid with gold. Upon 
the summit is an aperture for the insertion of a 
small staff with a Japanese flag. The mask and 
gorget are of fine elastic steel. The armlets, 
anklets, and gauntlets, are likewise of steel, with 
concentric hoops in front, for the purpose of 
breaking a sword or lance. The cuirass or body 
armor is of copper, covered and ornamented beau- 
tifully with silk. 

‘The designs and chasings are of the most ex- 
quisite workmanship, and the entire panoply has 
been pronounced by those familiar with the 
armories at Malta and the Tower of London, the 
most perfect and unique specimen extant. 

“Tt is said to have belonged to the grandfather 
of the present emperor of Japan, and is therefore 
invested with an historical as well as artistic in- 
terest. Accompanying the armor are two hand- 
some Japanese swords, and a pair of heavy stir- 
rups inlaid with gold. 

“ We learn that it is the intention of his Excel- 
lency, to present it entire to the Historical Soci- 
ety of Georgia, his native State. It is the only 
suit of armor ever obtained from Japan.” 


MARYLAND. 


Marytanp Hisrorroat Soorsery.—Baltimore, 
Nov. 6, 1860.—On Thursday evening of the above 
date, the President having taken the chair, dona- 
tions were announced from the N. J. Historical 
Society; Hon. Henry Winter Davis; Vermont 
Historical Society; W. T. Goldsborough, of Dor- 
chester Co., Md. 

Dr. W. K. Stuart, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, and 
S. Morris Cochran, nominated at the last meet- 
ing, were elected active members. 

Rev. Dr. Morris read an elaborate report of 
the action of the committee on Natural History, 
which, on motion, the President was requested to 
have printed in one of the papers of the city. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters from 
John Clayton, of Philad.; Dr. Joseph Palmer, of 
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Boston; W. P. Cochran, of Iowa; and Rt. Rev. 
Wm. Meade, of Va. 

Some discussion took place upon the disposi- 
tion of the Society’s general library, on its re- 
moval to the Peabody Institute, after which the 
Society adjourned. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


New Enetanp Hisrorio-Grenrarogioat So- 
orty.—Boston, Dec. 5, 1860.—A monthly meet- 
ing was this day held, Almon D. Hodges, Esq., 
the President, in the chair. Hon. Hampden 
Outts read his memoir of the late Consul Jarvis, 
which had previously been read before the Ver- 
mont Historical Society, and which is to be 
printed among the proceedings of the latter So- 
ciety. The .memoir was very ably written and 
eloquently delivered, and was listened to with 
marked interest. The thanks of the Society were 
voted to Mr. Cutts. 

Jan, 2, 1861.—The annual meeting was held 
this day. The President for the past two years, 
Almon D. Hodges, Esq., and some of the other 
officers, having declined a re-election, the follow- 
ing officers and committees were elected for the 
ensuing year: 

President—Winslow Lewis, M.D., of Bos- 
ton. Vice-presidents—Massachusetts, Rev. Martin 
Moore, of Boston; Maine, Hon. John Appleton, 
of Bangor; New Hampshire, Hon. Samuel D. 
Bell, of Manchester; Vermont, Henry Clark, Esq., 
of Poultney; Rhode Island, John Barstow, Esq., 
of Providence; Connecticut, Rev. F. W. Chap- 
man, of Ellington. Honorary Vice-presidents— 
[The same as last year, vol. iv., p. 45]. Cor. 
Sec’y—John Ward Dean, of Boston. Rec. Sec’y— 
Rev. Caleb Davis Bradlee, of Roxbury. Assistant 
Rec. Sec’y—Edward F. Everett, of Charlestown. 
Treasurer—William B. Towne, of Brookline. His- 
toriographer—Joseph Palmer, M. D., of Boston. 

Standing Committees—On Finance, J. Colburn, 
of Boston; Hon. George W. Messinger, do.; T. 
J. Whittemore, of Cambridge. 

On the Library, Frederic Kidder of Boston; 
Rev. James Thurston, of Belmont; Thomas Wa- 
terman, of Boston; Rev. F. W. Holland, of Dor- 
chester; Rev. Washington Gilbert, of West New- 
ton; Thos. Cushing, and J. Gardner White, of 
Boston. 

Thanks were voted to the retiring officers, viz. : 
Almon D. Hodges, President; Hon. Charles Hud- 
son, Vice-president, Hon. George W. Messinger, 
Treasurer; Hon. B. Trask, Librarian; and to the 
late members of the several standing committees, 
for the faithfal manner in which they have per- 
formed the duties of their offices. 
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The reports of the Trustees of the “ Bond fund 
and property,” the Treasurer, and the Committee 
on the Library, were read, showing the Society 
to be in a flourishing condition—having added 
during the past year many valuable books, pam- 
phlets, and manuscripts to the Library. 

Dr. Lewis, on assuming the chair, returned his 
thanks to the Society for his election, and ex- 
pressed a strong interest on the subjects of His- 
tory and Genealogy, the study of which this So- 
ciety was formed to promote. 


Boston Noumismatio Soormry.— Boston, Dec. 
7, 1860.—The regular monthly meeting was held, 
Mr. Colburn, Vice-pres., in the chair, and Mr. H. 
Davenport officiating as Secretary pro tem. 

Mr. Henry 8S, Adams made a donation of cop- 
per tokens and cents, for which the thanks of the 
Society were voted. A number of coins were 
exhibited, the property of M. 8S. Parker, Esq., 
consisting of 17 Siamese, viz.: 8 silver, 3 gold, 
and 6 of glass, stone, or gum; 4 Japanese; and 
8 said to be Chinese, in shape like a basket or 
thimble. 

Jan. 11, 1861.—The annual meeting of the So- 
ciety was held, the President in the chair. The 
Secretary’s report and the annual reports were 
read and accepted. 

The former officers,—President—Dr. Winslow 
Lewis. Vice-president and Curator—Jeremiah 
Colburn. Treaswrer—Henry Davenport. Sec- 
retary—Wm. 8. Appleton,—were re-elected. 

The President made a donation of ten bronze 
papal medals, and a proof set of the silver coins 
of 1859. The thanks of the Society were voted 
for this acceptable present. Messrs. Davenport, 
Shurtleff, and others, exhibited coins, among 
which were a beautiful gold medal of Washing- 
ton: “He is in glory, the world in tears;” with 
an urn on the reverse; a U. 8. Constellation cent 
of 1786, and a Washington medal, in bronze, 
with Fame blowing her trumpet on the reverse. 
The medals presented and exhibited attracted 
considerable attention and made the meeting a 
very interesting one. 


NEW YORK. 


New Yorxk Historroat Soomry.—New York, 
Jan, 2, 1861.—The opening meeting of the year 
was largely attended, the Abbott collection, which 
was to be opened to exhibition for the first time, 
being a prominent attraction. This Collection is 
placed on the third floor, and is well lighted, and 
so arranged as to be easily examined. The noble 
building occupied by the Society, with the library, 
cabinets, and gallery, is one of the most valuable 
institutions of New York. 
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Jan, 2, 1861.—The President of the Society, 
Hon. Luther Bradish, presided. The Librarian 
acknowledged the receipt of several valuable maps 
and statistical charts; among which was the origi- 
nal correspondence of Commodore Chauncey with 
the Secretary of War during the War of 1812, 
presented by Rev, Dr. Chauncey; also a book of 
records of councils held between the authorities 


of Canada and various nations of Indians, A ine- | 


morial was presented, suggesting the collection of 
funds to erect a monument to Thomas Willett, 
the first English mayor of the city. By-laws, re- 
ferring to tickets of admission, were then read and 
referred to a committee. ‘They provided that 
each member be entitled to two tickets, and 
strangers, if not introduced by a member, should 
be admitted for a fee of twenty-five cents to 
the library, gallery, and museum. Those who 
contributed to the Abbott fund should be admnit- 
ted free. 

The Treasurer’s report showed a balance in 
hand, after defrayal of many heavy expenses and 
investments, of $91.65. 

The Librarian submitted to the Society, in his 
annual Report, that no additional appropriation 
had been made, except for cases, 1997 books 
and pamphlets had been received, besides numer- 
ous maps, manuscripts, and curiosities, Those 
of Mr. Richard K. Haight, he noticed as being 
particularly valuable, and designed making them 
the subject of a special report hereafter. Much 
remains to be done to bind up the old papers and 
unbound collections. 

The catalogue of the printed books in the 
Library of the Society, has been published; and 
that of the manuscripts, maps, plans, engravings, 
portraits, and curiosities, awaits only a fund suf- 
ticient to justify its publication. Of the volume 
already issued, enough had not yet been sold to 
pay the cost of printing, and it was to be hoped 
that greater interest would be taken. 

The executive committee presented a detailed 
report. Thirty meetings had been held. The 
income was larger than it had been for many 
years previous. The Grosvenor fund of $10,000 
was invested in city securities; $4,000 are held 
in separate loans by the Society, upon which: in- 
terest must be paid. One hundred and fifty-four 
had been elected to membership during the year, 
making, since the formation of the Society, 5145. 
Various letters received on scientific and other 
subjects, and the papers read at each meeting, 
were specified. The various Reports were voted 
to be subjected to the executive committee for 
action. 

The reading of the usual paper was dispensed 
with, and the election of officers to serve during 
the current year, made. The former officers were 
all re-elected. One hundred and twenty-two 
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votes were polled. The officers of the Society 
are: 

President—Luther Bradish, LL.D. 1st Vice- 
president—Thomas De Witt, D.D. 2d do.— 
Frederick De Peyster. Foreign Cor. Secretary— 
Edward Robinson, D.D. Domestic do—Samuel 
Osgood, D. D. Recording do—Andrew Warner. 
Treasurer — Benjamin H. Field. Librarian — 
George H. Moore. 

The President returned thanks for the regard 
and continued confidence of the members in him, 
and remarked it was a strong inducement for 
future effort. He congratulated the Society upon 
its experience, and referred to the last year, pro- 
lific of political events, as one of unexaimpled 
prosperity to the Society, distinguished for the 
number and value of its additional collections. 
The Abbott and Peruvian antiquities, and the very 
valuable donations of R. K. Haight, enriched and 
added largely to the attractions, 

The final Report of the special committee on 
Abbott’s Collection of Egyptian Antiquities, was 
then read, by Mr. F. De Peyst@r. It stated that 
the will of the late Henry Abbott was admitted 
to probate, and when entered in the surrogate’s 
office, the Society would obtain a proper title to 
the collection. He proposed a lengthened cata- 
logue, with extended notes, as this collection con- 
tained more of Egyptian life that any thing else 
that could be secured. Prominent in the collec- 
tion is the mummy bull Apis, with the nets, etc. 
There are also various mummied animals. It is 
rich in woven and linen cloths, and speciinens of 
bronze work. There is a statue of what is sup- 
posed to be the Pharaoh of the Exodus. There is 
a coffin made of wood, which must have grown 
as early as the visit of Abraham to Egypt, and 
he who lies in it might be a contemporary of the 
father of the faithful. This collection was made 
by Mr. Abbott, an English physician, during a 
long residence in Egy pt, testing each object by close 
scrutiny and the advice of the best Egyptologists. 
It cost him absolutely $100,000. He sent it to 
this country by the advice of some friends, who 
deemed it the best place to dispose of it. He 
accompanied it to America, but returned to 
Egypt, and died there March 31, 1859. His last- 
ing monument, the collection he has left. A 
painting of the doctor, in his oriental costume, 
was betore the Society. The Report was ac- 
cepted. 

Rev. Dr. Hawks stated that they possess a col- 
lection of Egyptology unrivalled in interest. Other 
collections there were in Europe of greater extent, 
but there was none so methodically collected, by 
a judicious investigator, who had time to exam- 
ine each article thoroughly. After some com- 
ments upon that country, he made a motion that 
tlie executive committee be empowered to have a 
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picture copied from the original in their possession, 
to be put in the gallery. Adopted. 

Mr. G. P. Disosway presented a cabinet-size 
engraving of the “General Conference of the 
Methodist Church South,” after which the Sv- 
ciety adjourned, 


Amerioan Ernvotoeicat, Sooty. — New 
York, Nov, 18.—This Suciety held a regular 
meeting on the above date, at the residence of 
Judge Daly. The 2d Vice-president, Thomas 
Ewbank, Exq. in the chair. 

Rev. Dr. Spencer presented, in the name of 
Mr. Ewbank, the new seal of the Society, with a 
press, a box of stamps, and half a ream of printed 
certificates. A vote of thanks was passed fur 
this valuable and acceptable donation. 

The following gentlemen, recommended by the 
comnuiittee on elections, were unanimously chosen 
corresponding members: Dr. J. Barnard David- 
son, England ; Bishop Paine, of Cape Palinas; and 
Dr. L. Ul. Galicky of Micronesia. 

A paper on the “ Huacas, or Ancient Grave- 
yards of Chiriqui,” by John F. Bateman, Esq., of 
Panama, was read by Dr. Merritt. 

Mr. Bateman accompanied Dr. Merritt to Bu- 
gaba, in 1858, and afterwards visited many other 
ancient cemeteries in that Province of Chiriqui. 
Dr. Merritt’s valuable report on Bugaba, has al- 
ready been published by the Society. Mr. Bate- 
man found namerons graveyards, in all positions, 
from the low and hot valleys to the highest 
mountains, where it was uncomfortably cold at 
night; and the latter appeared to be the oldest. 
He ascertained the truth of the report, that in 
some of them a portion of the graves were marked 
by rade, upright stone posts or pillars, four feet 
high or less, There were noble views presented 
from some of the elevations, over wild and mag- 
nificent scenery; but much of his way lay 
throngh a thick forest-growth, where the sight of 
the sun was shut out, and the greatest labor re- 
— to get through the undergrowth. Mr. 

ateman, who is practically acquainted with met- 
allurgy, says that the gold articles, which have 
been fonnd in some of the graves, show that 
the unknown makers of them must have pos- 
sessel a very creditable degree of skill in cast- 
ing that metal, and in reducing it to plates of 
perfectly uniform thickness, and with smooth 
edges. 

The Society voted thanks to Mr. Bateman. 

Dr. Torrey, by request of the Vice-president, 
communicated some valuable information on 
these articles. He had never seen any evidence 
of soldering in any metallic relics in America; 
could not satisfy himself of the means by which 
the goll plates were produced; was sure there 
was no vitrified glazing on any of the pottery, 
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and that the colors on them were never burnt 1n, 
as they easily rub off when moistened. 

Mr. Squier said he had seen the natives in Cen- 
tral America polish their newly-made earthen 
vessels by rubbing them with ashes. 

An interesting discussion followed, on these 
and other points of inquiry, between those gen- 
tlemen, Mr. Cotheal, and Drs. Davis and Merritt. 

Dr. Torrey said that the disappearance of the 
remains of human bodies in the Chiriqui graves, 
did not infallibly prove a very high antiquity, 
because water, charged in excess with carbonic 
acid, dissolves phosphate of lime (of which bones 
are formed) in a few years. He gave instances 
in our vicinity. 

Mr. Duchaillu, by request, made some new and 
interesting statements about Africa, He had 
visited thirty-five tribes of negroes in the west- 
ern part of Africa, near the equator, and found 
them speaking languages derived from the same 
root, 

They smoke the leaves of a certain plant, which 
he did not at first recognize, but which requires 
careful cultivation, and must have been intro- 
duced from another region. It produces strong 
narcotic effects, and sometimes destroys reason, 
so that inveterate smokers of it will sell all that 
they possess, even their children, to purchase it, 
He brought home seeds, and finds it a species of 
hemp indigenous in Eastern Africa, and is there 
also used for smoking. Affinities have been 
traced between the languages of those two parts 
of the continent; and he believes the race in the 
West was derived from the East. 

The population of Africa he thinks much over- 
rated. He has sometimes travelled a hundred 
miles without seeing even a village, and seldom 
meeting a man. Slaves in Africa are usually 
subjected to only a few occasional services, and 
have no labor to perform, There is no work to 
be done. 

Mr. Squier laid before the Society “ Observa- 
tions on the Form of the Occiput in the Varions 
Races of Men,” by J. Aiken Meigs, M. D., of Phil- 
adelphia. The grand conclusion reached by Prof. 
Meigs is, that the form of the human occiput 
is net constant, but varies continually in the dif- 
ferent races and tribes of men, and among indi- 
viduals of the same race; and that, therefore, the 
flattened occiput cannot be accepted as a charac- 
teristic of the aboriginal American skull, as as- 
sumed by Dr. Morton and other craniologists. 
Mr. Squier also presented “An Address before 
the Georgin Historical Society,” by O. OC. Jones, 
Jr., Esq., of Savannah, Ga. on the “Indian Re- 
mains of Southern Georgia.” being the results of 
a personal investigation of the mounds of that 
region. 

Mr. Squier also laid before the Society the 
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proof sheets of a new work of his own, now in 
press, entitled ** Monograph of Authors who have 
Written on the Languages of Central America, 
and Collected Vocabularies or Composed Works 
in the National Dialects of that Country.” He 
stated that this would be followed by the publica- 
tion of a Quiche and Rachuiquel grammar—these 
being languages spoken by the builders of Pa- 
lenque and Copan. 

‘The Rev. F. W. Taylor, a corresponding mem- 
ber, has brought to this city a selection from his 
extensive collection, fur exhibition to the Society. 
Several of the Peruvian vases are superior in 
elaborate coloring to any before examined, Mr. 
T. was fortunate iu being at Arica svon atter the 
opening of many of the aneient graves in that 
vicinity, by the excavation of a hill on the rail- 
road line; and he, by great efforts, and at a sinall 
expense, procured many valuable relics, both of 
potiery, garments, ornaments, &e. 

Mr. Aguiar, the Brazilian Consul-general, has 
kindly permitted the use of a few numbers of the 
Quarterly Review of the Listorical and Geograph- 
ical Lustitute of Brazil, containing important in- 
formation respecting the geography and the In- 
dians of Brazil. 

The committee on Antiquities have sent the 
royal museums of Copenhagen the collection of 
Aimerican antiquities reported at the last meeting. 

The committee on the Japanese have sent cer- 
tificates of corresponding membership to the 
American minister in Japan, and to his care those 
of the three members of the Japanese E:mbassy 
heretofore elected ; all through the State Depart- 
ment in Washington, and accompanied with a 
letter and documents. 

Dee. 25.—A regular meeting was held on the 
above date, at the residence of the Currespond- 
ing Secretary, E. G. Squiers, Esq. the President, 
George Folsom, Esq., in the chair. 

Two letters were received from Dr. S. Wells 
Willinms (late Secretary of the American lega- 
tion to China, and long corresponding member of 
the Society), regretting his absence, accepting 
conditionally a request to furnish a paper, and 
accompanying a number of wax impressions from 
curious aatique geins in his possession, found in 
Syria, Egypt, and in the ruins of Nineveh; for 
which a vote of thanks was passed. 

Mr. Williams thus describes the gems: 

“No. 1 seems to be the head of an Alexander, 
with a crown of Cybele upon it, The legend may 
be KEPA for xcparov—horned, No. 2 is on cor- 
nelian, and represents a goat, or more probably, a 
bull, surrounded by a bead of dots. No, 8, on a 
whitish agate, nearly globular, but flat on the 
carved face—a bull, so nearly resembling a Brah- 
min ball (with a hump on his shoulders), that one 
is inclined to inscribe to it a Hindvo source. No. 








4, on a cornelian, seems to be a Mars holding a 
Psyche in his right hand, with his shield near 
him, and two spears behind.” (This is extremely 
well executed, and was much admired by the 
members, being so finely wrought as to require a 
mugnifier to see it perfectly.) ‘ No. 5, a cornelian, 
with an Armenian inscription, which Mr. Cotheal 
reads: ‘Isabel, worshipper of Jesus,’ It belongs 
to Mrs. Williams. No. 6, a cylinder from Nine- 
veli—a specimen of those often found there. It 
seems to represent an offering made to a serpent 
by a warrior, who kneeling, receives a sacrifice 
trom an attendant behind him, both of them in 
presence of a divinity. The moun appears above 
the offerer, 

“The Chinese ‘Divisible Type’ proves to be 
better than the old mode of ‘ block-cutting,’ but 
net on the whole equal to ‘solid type,’ cast in 
separate matrices. Each of these three modes 
has its own peculiar advantages, and all are in 
operation in China, by the missions. There have 
been great editions provided with the divisible 
type at Ningpo, cheaper than eould be done with 
blocks, and far more elegantly (Chinese workmen 
are used exclusively in the office). 

“[ am sorry to say [ do not know of any 
person able to describe the Nineveh Tablets 
in the possession of the New York Histori- 
cal Society. The American missionaries in As- 
syria have not, I suspect, been able to devote 
much time to these relics; and my brother pro- 
fessors know only what Rawlinson and Layard’s 
books tell them. 

“*] have never seen or heard of any ‘Stone Im- 
plements’ found in the ground in China, nor 
indeed in any of those Eastern Asiatic countries. 
It is more likely that relics of this sort may be 
found by and by, in Central Asia, in the valley 
of Tarim, and about the ancient Karakorum. 

“I shall do what I can to co-operate with 
your Society. S. Wetrs Witzrams.” 


John F. Bateman, Esq., of Panama, wrote that 
he would obtain information concerning the 
“San Blas Indians.” 

The Rev. Mr. Webb, of the Madura Mission, 
offered a palm-leaf book, written in the Tamil 
language, as a donation, and promised a written 
account of its contents. He consented to com- 
municate a paper on the music and poetry of the 
people anong whom he has so long resided, 

John Siz, Esq., presented a copy of the Liturgy 
of the Church of Engadin, Switzerland, accom- 
panied with an interesting letter describing that 
secluded valley of the mountains, and the inter- 
esting people who inhabit it. The dialect is one 
of the most remarkable mixture of several lan- 
guages anywhere in use. In a single sentence of 
fuurteen words, several are identical with, or 
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closely resemble those of corresponding meaning 
in Italian, French, Spanish, and German. 

Mr. Duchailla, the African traveller, has sev- 
eral valuable specimens of African manufactures 
of pottery, weapons, &c., which he intends to 
leave as a donation to the Society. Among other 
objects is a loom, extensively used by the natives 
in weaving grass-cloth. 

Dr. Merritt exhibited a number of curious and 
ancient sculptured stones, believed to be from 
Central America, representing the human face 
and form, distorted and rudely traced, with orna- 
ments or unknown emblems. Also, well-wrought 
axe or chisel heads of flint, found in Suffolk 
county, England, twenty feet under ground, with 
many others, and fragments of the rock which 
exists in that spot, where apparently had been a 
manufactory of stone implements, at some ancient 
and unknown period. Dr. M. remarked that the 
resemblance is striking to some of those which he 


had found in the hwacas or ancient graves of 


Chiriqui—that they can hardly be distinguished. 
The material is nearly identical as well as the 
form; the surface is produced by skilful chipping 
off, and the edges, which as Dr. Torrey decided, 
must have been rubbed down, although the stone 
is very hard. 

Several copper and bronze axes and other im- 


plements were also exhibited by Dr. M., one of 


which from a Auaca, with a narrow edge, two 
shoulders, and a ring attached, Mr. Squier men- 
tioned is exactly like the small spades which he 
has seen in use in Central America, a handle be- 
ing attached, and bound on by a cord fastened to 
the ring and around it. 

A resolution was passed, to request Dr. Ed- 
ward Robinson (late President of the Society), to 
prepare a memoir on that distinguished scholar, 
the late Dr. Eli Smith, of the Syrian Mission. 

The late Dr. Turner’s papers were exhibited 
and described by Mr. Squier, from the committee 
on that subject; and it was resolved that they be 
published. 

On recommendation of the publication com- 
mittee, it was resolved, that a Bulletin of the 
Society be published monthly, with the proceed- 
ings, for the information of corresponding scien- 
tific societies and friends. 

Mr. Squier observed that special attention had 


been given of late to the assumed discovery of 


relics of human art, in connection with fossil 
bones, in what is known to geologists as the 
“drift,” and under circumstances implying an 
antiquity almost inconceivable. The first an- 
nouncement of the discovery of such relics, in a 
manner at all formal or authentic, was made by 
M. Boucher de Perthes, of Abbeville, in France, 
in the year 1849. His elaborate work on the 
subject, “ Antiquités Celtiques et Antédiluvi- 
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ennes,” did not, however, attract much attention 
at the time; perhaps as much because of the 
small evidences of art which the presumed relics 
displayed, as from any other cause. Lately, sim- 
ilar discoveries have been announced in England, 
under similar circumstances, and the relics them- 
selves have been accepted as genuine works of 
art, by an authority no less distinguished than 
Thomas Wright. The subject is attracting a large 
share of the attention of the archeologists. Mr. 
Squier proposed at an early day to present a 
summary of the assumed discoveries, and of the 
opinions they had elicited; but meantime would 
only call attention to a paragraph in No. 8 of a 
second series of papers on the “Indianology of 
California,” by Alex. S. Taylor, Esq., now in 
course of publication in the California Farmer. 
This states that a perfect Indian arrowhead of 
stone was lately found by the miners at a place 
called Buckeye Hill, eighty feet beneath the sur- 
face, firmly imbedded in what is described as 
“the solid cement” (by which he probably meant 
the “hard pan” or indurated drift), about one 
foot above the bed-rock. Mr, Squier added that 
he had written to Mr. Taylor, with a view of ob- 
taining all the particulars of the discovery, since 
the value of facts of this kind depend entirely on 
their authentication. 

Mr, Squier laid before the Society the series of 
papers, by Mr. Taylor, of California. He con- 
ceived that Mr. Taylor was putting the scientitic 
world under great obligations by them. 

Mr. Squier also laid before the Society a copy 
of the “* Mapoteca Columbiana,” and also No. 1 
of vol. ii. of the “Revue Orientale et Aréri- 
caine,” of Paris, edited by M. Leon de Rosny. 

On recommendation of the committee on elec- 
tions, the following persons, who had been previ- 
ously nominated by Hon. Charles F, Loosey 
(Austrian Consul-general), were unanimously 
chosen corresponding members of the Society : 

Baron Charles Czorwig, Director of the Im- 
perial Bureau of Administration and Statistics, 
Vienna. 

William Haidoiger, President of the Imperial 
Geological State Institute, Vienna, 

Francis Totterle, lst Secretary of the Impe- 
rial Geographical Society, Vienna, 

Professor Dr. Leopold Niuniaun, Professor of 
Law, in the University of Vienna. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Pennsrtvania Historicat Soomry.—Pahila., 
Dee. 11, 1860.—Defence of the Memory of Gen. 
Charles Lee against the Charge of Treason.—A 
atated meeting of the Historical Society was held 
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at their room in the Athensum building. An ad- 
dress was delivered on the occasion by Mr. 
Charles Carter Lee, of Virginia, son of General 
Henry Lee, in answer to a paper read before the 
Society last year, by Mr. Moore, of the New 
York Historical Society. After a few apposite 
remarks by Major Biddle, the presiding officer on 
the position of the question, and the character of 
Gen. Henry Lee, the father of the present de- 
fender of Charles Lee, Mr. Lee proceeded : 

Among a recent purchase of old manuscripts 
Mr. Moore found one apparently in the hand- 
writing of General Lee, the contents of which, in 
his estimation, convicted General Lee of treason. 
Mr. Moore, by the mere evidence furnished of 
similarity of handwriting, considered the imputa- 
tion of treason perfectly established. Having 
adopted this as a fact, he attempted to prove that 
General Lee did not possess those virtues of 
frankness, courage, and devotion to the cause of 
America, which had ever been attributed to him ; 
but was, under the guise of those virtues, in fact, 
a hypocrite, a coward, and a traitor, This was 
necessary to produce belief in Mr. Moore’s 
charge. 

Mr. Lee, on the other hand, argued, from all 
the evidence furnished from his acts and writ- 
ings, that he was a prodigy of frankness, remark- 
able for courage, and, to the great sacrifice of his 
own interest, was through his whole life devoted 
to the cause of America. He read extracts from 
Sparks’ Life of Gen. Lee, asserting that he “ was 
certainly as disinterested as any man ever could 
be in his steady and uncompromising defence of 
the rights and liberties of the people;” and ‘ that 
all the testimony confirms that, up to the time of 
his captare, he was faithfully and assiduously de- 
voted to the cause he had espoused.” Mr. Lee 
further showed from Mr. Moore’s lecture, that at 
the time of his capture, Gen. Lee was “ the idol 
his officers, and possessed still more the conti- 
dence of the soldiery,” and to show that this 
feeling was shared by the gentlemen of Wash- 
ington’s staff, he read a letter from Colonel 
Reed. 

In that letter, Reed says further—“ I do think 
that it is entirely owing to you that this army 
and the liberties of America, so far as they are 
dependent on it, are not totally cut off. You 
have decision, a quality often wanting in minds 
otherwise valuable; and I ascribe to this our 
escape from York Island, from King’s Bridge, and 
the Plains; and I have no doubt, had you been 
here, the garrison of Mount Washington had now 
composed a part of this army.” 

Mr. Lee then argued that it was unjust to im- 
pute treason to a man of such a character, and in 
such favor with the army and country, upon such 
weak evidence as similarity of handwriting. 


He next argued that the motive of this treason 
alleged by Mr. Moore, viz.: To save himself from 
punishment as a deserter from the British army, 
was without foundation; for that, according to 
Mr. Moore’s own showing, he was better pro- 
tected by the retaliatory measures of Congress 
and Washington, who had Col. Campbell and five 
Hessian prisoners in durance, as pledges for his 
safety, than he could hope to be by any means 
that he could adopt to propitiate the clemency of 
his inveterate enemy, George III. 

Mr. Lee then considered the paper on which 
Mr. Moore builds his charge of treason. He ad- 
mitted its similarity to Gen. Lee’s handwriting, 
but reminded his auditors that such testimony 
was deemed too insignificant in law to be per- 
mitted, when unsupported by other proof, to go 
toajury. And he further contended that, so far 
from there being any thing to confirm the testi- 
mony, every thing opposed it. That the internal 
evidence was stronger against it than the exter- 
nal was in favor of it; that its confusion of ideas, 
its involved sentences, its bad spelling and bad 
grammar, rendered it utterly unlike every thing 
we have seen from his pen; and that the plan of 
operations proposed to the Howes, if, indeed, it 
was worthy of being called a plan at all, was too 
stupid to have honestly emanated from Lee, and 
too insulting to the understanding of the Howes, 
ever to have been submitted to them with any 
view of winning them. 

Mr. Lee farther contended that, if it had been 
submitted by him to the Howes, it would have 
been their solemn duty to have exposed it to the 
world, as he might thereby have relieved his offi- 
cers from imprisonment, and have handed over 
Lee to the vengeance of his king. He claimed 
that Mr. Moore’s explanation of their conceal- 
ment of it was without foundation, and as their 
concealment of the paper was unexplained and 
inexplicable, we must suppose that it never was 
submitted to them by Lee, unless in the spirit and 
in the same view that Sir William Howe sent one 
to Washington, viz., to delude him; but he 
thought this device too shallow for Lee to imag- 
ine it would have any effect, and therefore never 
adopted it. He consequently thought, that for 
this and other reasons which he gave, that the 
paper was a forgery, and a part of that system of 
forgeries which produced feigned letters from 
Washington and St. Clair, to shake the confidence 
of their country in them. 

Another view that Mr. Lee took of the paper 
was that it was without direction or signature, 
and thus, on its face, was incomplete; and that, 
therefore, those antiquarians who fix their belief 
more on external appearances than any thing else, 
should suppose that Lee wrote the paper in a 
frantic and momentary ebullition of despair, to 





54 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


[February, 





mitigate the close of troubles in whose commence- 
ment he had so largely contributed, but which 
could not bear the test of the least reflection, and 
was consequeutly abandoned, and afterward pur- 
loined and attempted to be perverted to iniqui- 
tous purposes, and was probably the treasonable 
correspondence to which he alluded in his humor- 
ous letter to Miss Franks as having been imputed 
to him. Mr. Lee then passed to a brief commen- 
tary on his conduct at the battle of Monmouth, 
and produced the testimony of Sir Henry Clinton, 
Sir Charles Grey, and the British historian, Sted- 
man, that General Lee, so far from misbehaving 
in that action, saved the American army, and 
enabled us to gain what we claimed to be a 
victory. 


PaitaperpHia Numismatic Soorrty.—Phila., 
Dec. 11, 1860.—At a stated meeting of the above 
Society, held on Thursday evening, the following 
gentlemen were elected officers of the Society for 
the year 1861: 

President—Joseph J. Mickley. 
ident—Richard W. Davids. 2d do., Wm. P. 
Chandler. Corresponding Secretary—Wm. S. 
Vaux. Recording do.—Alfred B. Taylor. Cu- 
rator—J. Ledyard Hodge. Librarian—Wm. J. 
Jenks. Treasurer—Mark W. Collet, M. D. 


lst Vice-pres- 


WISCONSIN. 


Srate Histortoat Soorry or Mapison.— 
Madison, Dec. 29, 1860.—A meeting of the exec- 
utive committee was held on the above date, C. 
B. Chapinan, in the chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported one 
hundred and ten letters received since the last 
ineeting. 

The additions to the Library since those re- 
ported at the August meeting, have been 521 
volumes, of which 272 were by donation, and 
249 by purchase. 

The lease of rooms occupied by the Society 
was reported by the library committee as per- 
fected, and committed to the care of the Record- 
ing Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Rublee, a committee of three 
was appointed to secure a suitable person to de- 
liver the annual address befure the Society. 
Messrs. Rublee, Mills, and Gurnee, were appoint- 
ed such committee. 

On motion, the balance of the Literary Ex- 
change Fund was transferred to the General 
Fund. 

The annual meeting of the Society for the elec- 
tion of officers, and reception of reports, was 
fixed for January 2d. 


; documents and pamphiets, 14,400. 


After electing several members, the meeting 
adjourned, 

Jan, 2, 1861.—Hon. Simeon Mills in the chair. 

Mr. Delaplaine, from auditing committee, re- 
ported several accounts which were allowed, 

The annual report of the executive committee 
was presented and adopted. 

Four persons were elected active members, and 
others referred to the standing committee on 
nominations, 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOOIETY. 


Immediately after the meeting of the executive 
committee, the annual meeting of tle Society was 
called to order, Hon. Simeon Mills in the chair. 

On motion of Judge Orton, a committee of five 
was appointed to nominate officers fur the ensu- 
ing year; Messrs, Orton, Delaplaine, J. T. Clark, 
N. W. Dean, and D. Atwood, being appointed. 

The annual report of the executive committee 
and Treasurer, were submitted and adopted; the 
latter shows receipts into the treasury, including 
the balance at date of the last annual report, 
$1,203 19; disbursements $1,115 48. Balance, 
$87 71. The additions to the Library the present 
year have been 837 volumes, and 1134 docu- 
ments and pamphlets, making a total addition of 
1977 works. The total number of volumes now 
in the Library is 7890, and including unbound 
The whole 
number of bound newspaper files in the Library, 
is 493. There are fifty-one oil paintings in the 
picture gallery. 

The following officers were chosen for the en- 
suing year: 

President—Gen. Wm. R. Smith. Vice-presi- 
dents—Hon. H. 8. Orton, Dr. E. B. Wolcott, 
Hon. A. I. Bennett, Hon. H. M. Davis, Rev. A. 
Brunson, and Cyrus Woodman. Cor. Secretary 
—Lyman ©. Draper. Rec, do.—Latayette Kel- 
logg. Librarian—Daniel 8. Durrie. Treasurer 
—O. M. Conover. Curators—J. T. Clark, Hon. 
G. P. Smith, Rev. J. B. Britton, Hon, Simeon 
Mills, Prof. J. D. Butler, 8. G. Benedict, Gen. D. 
Atwood, Dr. O. B. Chapman, H. Rublee, J. Alder 
Ellis, F. H. Firmin, Hon. D. J. Powers, Hon. J. 
Y. Smith, and J. D. Gurnee. 

On motion, the annual meeting adjourned. 

Whereupon the new executive committee was 
called together, Hon. H. 8. Orton in the chair. 

On motion, the arrangement with the Libra- 
rian to catalogue the library and arrange newspa- 
per files, was unanimously voted tu be continued 
for the ensuing year. 

Standing committees for the ensuing year: 

Publications.—Draper, Rublee, and J. P. At- 
wood. 

Auditing Accounts.—J, Y. Smith, Benedict, 
and Firmin. 
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Finance.—Mills, Conover, Powers, Ellis, and 
Gurnee. 

Printing.—Hyer, Rublee, and J. Y. Smith. 

Library Fixtures and Purchases,— Draper, 
Durrie, and Conover. 

Picture Gallery.—Delaplaine, Tibbets, and 
Clark. 

Literary Exchanges.—Firmin, Chapman, and 
Gurnee. 

On Nominations.—Chapman, J. P. Atwood, 
and Benedict. 

Lectures and Essays.—Butler, Durrie, Rublee, 
Hyer, and Britton. 

On Building Lot.—Delaplaine, D. Atwood, 
Tibbets, Clark, and Draper. 

On Building.—Powers, Mills, G. B. Smith, 
Ellis, and J. P. Atwood. 

Soliciting Committee.—Orton, Draper, Butler, 
Kellogg, and G. B. Smith. 

On Cabinet.—Conover, Durrie, and Kellogg. 

On Obituaries.—D. Atwood, Orton, Rublee, 
Kellogg, and Britton. 

The meeting adjourned. 





CANADA. 


Montreat Historica Sooty. — Montreal, 
Dec. 26, 1860.—This Society held its last meeting 
for the year 1860, on the 26th of December; the 
Rev. Abbé Verreau, President, in the chair. 

The Hon. M. G. Saveuse de Beaujeu presented 
to the Society the portrait of Daniel Marie Hya- 
cinthe Liénard de Beaujeu, Chevalier of the Royal 
and Military Order of St. Louis, the hero of the 
Monongahela, He accompanied this gift with an 
autograph letter of M. L. De Sérigny, a descend- 
ant of the celebrated family Le Moyne de Lon- 
gueuil. 

The Hon. M. Chauveau presented, on behalf of 
M. Rameau, a copy of the census of habitans set- 
tled at Fort St. Frederic (Crown Point), in 1741. 

Mr. L. A. H. Latour presented the ‘ Collec- 
tions” of the Connecticut Historical Society. 

From the Societé de Normandie four volumes 
of its memoirs were received. 

From M. A. Charma, Secretary of the Société 
des Antiquaires de Normandie, and Professeur 
de la Faculté des Lettres at Caen, two copies of 
his last publication, entitled, “A New Classifica- 
tion of Sciences.” 

From the Abbé Verrean, President of the So- 
ciety: Ist, The Letters Patent of Francis I. to M. 
de Roberval, and the power from M. de Rober- 
val to M. de Courville, to arrest criminals; 2d. Re- 
searches by M. Munch, Historiographer of Nor- 
way, on the first missionaries to America, before 
the discovery of Columbus; 3d. The Relation of 
the voyage made to Canada, in 1632; 4th. In- 


formation to the King on the Affairs of New 
France. 

The following works were announced as in prep- 
aration: A work on the Beauharnais family ; and 
a biographical sketch of Dr. Sarrazin, the botan- 
ist, by the Abbé Verreau. A work on the Judi- 
ciary organization of Canada, by J. U. Baudry. 
A work on Mr. Samuel de Champlain, and one 
on the Sites of the ancient Cemeteries of the City 
of Montreal, by R. Bellemare. 

The President informed the meeting that the 
books, documents, and manuscripts of the late 
Commander Viger, have been secured for the 
Montreal Historical Society, whenever a sufficient 
fund is raised. 


Hotes and Queries. 





NOTES. 


AmerioaN Arrairs, New York, 1758.—I 
send you a copy of an article taken from the 
Grand Magazine of Universal Intelligence and 
Monthly Chronicle, published at Dublin, in 1758: 


“ His Excellency, the Earl of London, embarked 
from this place for Albany, on Thursday, Oct. 20th ; 
and we learn that, in the General Well, packet- 
boat, the last from England, came passenger a sea- 
man named Edward Mariner, taken at Oswego, 
who, with almost three hundred more, sailed from 
Quebec the 18th of July last, in a Cartel, and 
arrived at Plymouth, in England, in Twenty- 
Eight days after. 

* He informs, that when he left Canada, there 
were only eight regiments of regulars in that 
province, and not one ship of War in the Harbor 
of Quebec; but that in going down the River St. 
Lawrence they met about twenty sail of Trans- 
ports under Convoy of two men-of-war and a 
Frigate, going up to Old France. 

‘** He infurms further, that the brave Col. Peter 
Schuyler, of the Jersey forces, taken at Oswego, 
is still kept in Canada, but was in good health ; 
and the great support of many English prisoners 
there, who would suffer great extremities, if they 
did not receive frequent assistance from his lib- 
eral hand. ‘ 

“Provisions were very scarce there at the 
time; and it was said that the remainder of the 
prisoners would be sent to Old France this fall. 
From Ulster County, in this Colony, we hear of 
frequent ravages still committed by the Indians, 
notwithstanding its affinity to so large an army 
of our soldiers. Indeed it seems next to impos- 
sible for any force whatsoever, entirely to guard 
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against the depredations of those skulking mur- 
derers. 

“A number of artiticers arc at work on the 
common, near fresh-water, behind the City of 
New York, to erect a range of Barracks 422 feet 
long, capable of receiving 1000 soldiers. 

“The building is to be finished at the expense 
of the corporation, and carried on with all possi- 
ble expedition.” 





Extracts FROM THE FREDERICKSBURG OR- 
pERLY Boox, 1778.— 


Heapquarters, Frepericxspuren, Oct. 10, 1778. 


A gen’ court martial of the Line whereof Ool. 
Patten is appointed President, is ordered to as- 
semble at the president’s quarters next Monday 
morning, at 9 o’clock, and set at such place as he 
shall appoint, for the trial of such persons as shall 
be brought before them. Lieut.-col*. Loreing, 
Maj. Hart, and a Capt" from N. Carolina Brigade, 
one from each of the Pennsylvania Brigades, two 
from each of the Connecticut, and three from 
Gen! Nixon’s, will attend as members. 

At a gen' court martial held at Bedford, the 
8th of Oct., 1778, by order of Gen' Scott, whereof 
Lieut. Col® Blagden was President, Elisha Smith, 
a private in Capt. Stoddard’s company, in the 2* 
Regt. of Light Dragoons, was tried for deserting 
to the Enemy last August; for piloting them in 
an incursion into, and against the troops of these 
States; defrauding the public by selling his horse, 
arms, and accoutrements, and furniture, and 
clothing, in a treasonable manner to the Enemy ; 
fur uniting in insulting his officer, while 
a prisoner among them, Found guilty of the 1st 
article, 6th section, and 8d article, 12th section of 
the Articles of War, and sentenced to suffer 
death. His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief, 
approves the sentence, and orders P. Elisha 
Smith to be executed next Monday, the 12th 
inst., 11 o’clock forenoon, at or near Bedford, as 
Gen’. Scott shall direct. 

Brigade Orders.—The Brigade to be served 
with a gill of Rum, P* Man this evening. The 
following summary of the duties of the Marachau- 
see Corps comman™ by Capt. Vanheer, is pub- 
lished for the information of the army at large. 
The Gen', hopes, that the Institution, by putting 
men on their guard, will operate more in pre- 
venting, than punishing crimes. While the Army 
is encamped, the officers of the corps are to pa- 
trol the camp and its neighborhood, for the pur- 
pose of apprehending marauders, deserters, drunk- 
ards, rioters, and stragglers; under which last 
denomination are included all soldiers who are 
found beyond the nearest pickets, in front and on 
the flanks, and beyond the distance of one mile— 
estimated from the center of the encampment in 









the rear. They are likewise to apprehend all 
other soldiers that may be detected in a violation 
of Gen' Orders—all countrymen or strangers 
whose appearance or manner excites suspicion of 
their being Spies, and are not furnished with passes 
from some Gen! officer, the Q. M. G. or the Com- 
missary Gen’. of provision and Forage. Capt. 
Vanheer is to keep an exact list of all licensed 
suttlers, and confine any following the army who 
may presume to suttle without proper leave. 
Every newly appointed suttler is therefore to 
signify his appointment to Capt. Vanheer, and 
produce a proper certificate thereof. 

On a day of march, this Corps with the pro- 
vost guard is to remain on the old ground till the 
columns and Baggage have moved off, in order to 
secure all such soldiers as have loitered in camp, 
and the officers are to see, that the soldiers and 
women who march with the baggage, do not 
transgress the gen' orders. They will likewise 
secure all stragglers on the march; treating in 
this light all soldiers absent from their platoons 
without a Non Commissioned officer to conduct 
them. 

On a day of battle, the Marachausee will be 
posted in the rear of the second line or reserve, in 
order to secure fugitives. The Oommander-in- 
Chief strictly forbids all persons, whatever, to do 
or to say any thing against, that may attend to 
impede the officers of this corps in execution of 
their duty; on the contrary, he requires that 
they may be respected and assisted, as good order 
and discipline will be much promoted by the full 
exercise of their office. If any officer attempts 
to escape or presumes to offer resistance, he will 
incur double punishment, and all persons belong- 
ing to the Army, are required to succor any part 
of the Marachausee Corps that may be opposed 
in the prosecution of their duty. The Capt. of 
the Marachausee will have the usual provost 
Guard drawn from the line near him, and under 
his directions for the security of prisoners; he is 
every morning to deliver a written report of the 
prisoners committed the preceding day and the 
charges against them to the Adj' Genl., who will 
have proper courts martial held for their trial. 
This is to be considered a standing order, and as 
such to be published in the different parts of the 
army. Adjts. of Regts. are to have it frequently 
read to their men. 


Brigade Orders. 
Adjt to-morrow, Loomis. 
Lia 8 2. 
Guard—0 1 2 18 
Heapquarters, Oct. 16, 1778, 
To-morrow being the glorious anniversary of 


the surrender of Gen'. Burgoyne and his troops 
to the arms of America, under the Command of 
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Maj. Gen’. Gates, it will be commemorated by | day. The field officers of the day will ride round 
the firing of thirteen cannon from the Park of| the camp and cause to be taken prisoner every 


Artillery, at 12 o’clock. 


Brigade Orders. 
Adjt. to-morrow, Hodge. 
& & ©. P. 
Guard—1 2 1 18 
Parole—Copenhagen. 


: Chatham 
@. Signs. Care Ann. 


Nixon’s, Person's, and Huntington’s Brigades to 
hold themselves in readiness to march at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Lieut. Richard Sill is appoint- 
ed Pay Master to the 8th Conn‘ Regt., from the 
7th of Sept. last. 

Purity of morals being the only sure founda- 
tion of public happiness in any country, and 
highly conducive to order, subordination, and 
success in an army, it will be well worthy the 
of officers, of every rank and class to en- 
courage it, both by tlie influence of example and 
the penalties and authority. ’Tis painful to see 
many shameful instances of riot and licentious- 
ness—the wanton practice of swearing has risen 
to a most disgusting height. A regard to decency 
should conspire with a sense of morality to ban- 
ish a vice productive of neither advantage nor 
pleasure. The recent robberies which have pre- 
vailed in the vicinity of camp are truly alarming, 
and demand the most vigilant exertions to detect 
perpetrators and bring them to the severest pun- 
ishment. 





cP. 
Forage Guard—1 1 
Maj. Genl. McDougall’s Orders, 


Heavquarters, New Mitrorp, Oct. 23, 1778. 

The troops will march to-morrow morning, 
precisely at 8 o’clock. The assemble will beat at 
7. The tent-poles are to be tied up with Straw, 
and put in the bottom of the wagons, The tents 
are to be carefully rolled up and put upon the 
top. No baggage to be put upon the tents. As 
the roads before the Division in the line of march 
are exceedingly bad, and the horses not sufficiently 
able to draw the wagons, the men are to carry 
camp-kettles in their hands, and put straw about 
them, to prevent blacking their clothes. No 
knapsacks or sick soldiers to be put into the 
wagons; the latter are to be taken up in the rear 
by Ox-teams provided for that purpose. 


Morning Orders. 
Came Seaconp Hitt, N. Microrp, Sept. 25, 1778. 


As the bridge over Shippaugh River could not 
be finished by ten, this morning, the troops will 


man who shall be found rioting, making any dis- 
turbance or burning the fences. 


Morning Orders. 


Oct. 26, 1778. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief has 
desired the troops to remain here till further 
orders. As the division is now at rest, let us not 
forget our God, who has appeared for us and 
America in innumerable instances, in the hour of 
our distress, Let prayers be attended morning 
and afternoon, in fair weather, at such hours as 
the commanding officers of Brig“ shall direct. 
This order to be constantly obeyed when the di- 
vision is encamped. The Gen’, flatters himself 
his officers will give the troops the virtuous ex- 
ample of attending at all times divine service. A 
sober sergeant’s party will patrol the camp of 
their respective Brigades and take prisoners all 
such non-commissioned officers and soldiers as 
shall be found straggling about or making any 
noise or disorder to the dishonor of God and the 
Division. 

Oct. 29, 1778. 

The proprietors of the woodland on which the 
troops are now encamped, complain that the sol- 
diers cut the trees too far from the root. * For 
the future, such trees as the troops shall cut for 
wood, must be cut one foot from the ground. 
Those cut at greater height must be reduced to 
that height by fatigue parties. The Q. Masters 
of Corps will prevent the unnecessary waste of 
wood, by pointing out the Old timber to the 
troops and useing that first. No chestnut will 
be cut, as this is of great moment to the inhab- 
itants in making fences. 


Nov. 1, 1778. 

The Honorable Continental Congress having on 
the 12 of Oct. last, passed a Resolution to dis- 
courage profaneness in the Army, it is inserted in 
the orders of this Division for the information of 
the officers; and Gen'. McDougall hopes for their 
aid and countenance in discouraging and sup- 
pressing a vice so dishonorable to human na- 
ture. 

“ Resolved, That all officers in the Army of 
the United States be, and are hereby strictly en- 
joined to see that the good and wholesome rules 
provided for the discontinuance of profaneness 
and vices and the preservation of morals among 
the soldiers, are duly and punctually obeyed.” 





Tory Movements in New Jersty.—Under 


repose themselves and attend divine service this | this heading, in the last number of the Historical 
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Magazine ‘ol. v., p. 17), it is attempted to pre- 
sent, in the person of a certain “John Lawrence,” 
an expansion of Ooleman’s witty idea of “ two,” 
into “four single gentlemen rolled into one,” 
but without success. 

The “John Lawrence, Esq.,” referred to in the 
letters given in the article, was undoubtedly of 
Monmouth county, within which were all the 
localities named. 

The “Doctor John Lawrence,” with whom the 
foregoing is presumed to be identified, was a phy- 
sician of Perth Amboy; and it was there that he 
and others were arrested by Major Duyckinck. 
(See Whitehead’s “Oontributions to the Early 
History of Perth Amboy,” &c., p. 330.) 

The “John Lawrence, probably the same,” 
who was in the Assembly, in 1767, was of Bur- 
lington, and the father of Commodore James 
Lawrence, of “ Don’t give up the ship” celebrity. 

And “Lieutenant Lawrence,” mentioned by 
Sabine, had nothing in common with the other 
three, save the name; but I have failed in deter- 
mining to what part of the State he belonged. 

W. A. W. 


Newark, N. J. 


OrietnaL Lerrers rrom GEN. WAYNE.— 


TrconpERoGA, Feby 8d, 1777. 
Sir: I am at this moment favored with yours 


of the 27th ultimo, Requesting a Return of the 
number of Persons belonging to your State In- 
listed into the New Army. 

There are no troops from your State on this 
Ground except Simons & Robinson’s Regiments 
of Militia—none of the men inlisted longer than 
the 18" March. 

I am next to Inform you that the Garrison is 
very weak—whatever troops are Destined for 
this post from your State—I must in the most 
pressing manner Request you to push on with all 
possible Dispatch. 

You'll please to lay this before the Council 
and believe me 

Your most Ob’t 
Humble Serv‘, 
Ant’y Wayng, Col. 
Com‘. 
James Bowporn, Esq., 
President of the Council 
of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 


Troonprroea, April 1st, 1777. 

Dzar Brotuer: I have for some time given 
over all expectation of receiving any more letters 
from any of my friends. I will do them the jus- 
tice to believe that they have not forgotten me, 
but owing to some fatality none of their favors 
reach here. I hope those from me pass safe. 

A few days since we had a party of thirty men 
and officers killed and made prisoners by a body 
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of Indians headed by a British officer. One of 
our people made his escape the next day after 
his capture, and says the enemy are all collected 
at Montreal, Chamblee, St. Johns and their vi- 
cinity, waiting ready to come on in full force as 
soon as the Lake opens. 

I am constantly employed in manceuvreing 
them, and have selected 800 on whom I can de- 
pend; so that in case of an attack—even in the 
present destitute state of the Garrison—they 
will not carry it without the loss of human gore. 

My situation as Commandant of this port 
would subject me to insult and contempt as a 
prisoner. The motley appearance of the troops 
would justify it, being one-third negroes, mullat- 
toes and Indians, one-third children, and little 
boys wretchedly clothed and more wretchedly 
armed and disciplined—but the other third will 
entitle me to some respect, even from the most 
malignant foe. If I should not be fortunate 
enough to conquer with them they will at least 
save my memory from contempt. 

I have wrote Polly about the education of my 
little girl and boy. Pray afford your assistance 
to form their young minds. I would have my 
daughter’s education to be as useful, easy and 
polite as possible—my son to be made the first of 
scholars. Perhaps at one day his country may 
call him forth when I trust he will not turn aside 
from Honor, although the path should be marked 
by his father’s blood. Farewell, and be assured 
that whatever may be the fate of this Garrison 
(as I have a mind that I cannot brook contempt) 
you will never see or hear ranked among the 
number of Prisoners, the name of your faithful 
friend and most ob’t. Hum. serv’t. 

Ant’y WAYNE. 
Asm. Rozinson, Esq. 


AsnakI (vol. v., p. 28).—To my previous note, 
please add: In the Japanese part of * country” 
as the definition of the adjunct “ koue;” and also 
in the final definition, ‘The Eastern country, or 
kingdom.” 

After “ Waban add: 

The Eastern Indians pronounce this with a 
naso-labial sound, as if the first syllable par- 
took of the rapid combination on n and m: as 
““Waamb.” It is doubtless from the same mon- 
osyllabic root as the Natic “ Wompi,” white, 
whence Wampum, white shells, used as money. 

Brunoviovs. 


Aprrs.—Philadelphia has long enjoyed the rep- 
utation of a peculiar cake called the apee, Thou- 
sands who partake of them have no conception of 
the origin of their name. Ann Page, lately liv- 
ing under another name and business, first made 
them, many years ago, under the common name 
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of cakes, The aged may remember her small 


frame house in Second-street, two doors north of 


Carter’s alley. On her cakes she impressed the 
letters A. P., the initials of her name; and from 
this cause, ever since the initials have been dis- 
used on them, the cakes have continued to be 
called apees, i, Hi. 





Eusor’s Brstz.—A writer in the V. A. Review 
(Oct., 1860, p. 481) remarks: That “it may be 
questioned whether his (Eliot’s) translation of the 


Bible was of any service to them (the Indians of 


Massachusetts). It is more than doubtful whether 
his version was within itself clearly intelligible ; 
for in the absence of lexicons, and in the exceed- 
ing poverty of the native tongue, the words that. 
he was compelled to employ must have been often 
unsuited to the material objects which they desig- 
nated, and still oftener inadequate to the spiritual 
ideas they were intended to convey. And were 
this otherwise, we can hardly imagine that the 
subjects of his ministry could have acquired the 
art of reading with sufficient facility to profit by 
his labors.” 

It nay not be easy at the present day to pro- 
nounce a perfect judgment on the merits of this 
literary labor of the * Apostle to the Indians,” as 
there are few indeed, though there are some, who 
can read this result of his toil well enough to 
compare portions of it with the original; and to 
see, that if the Indian language did not furnish 
terms enough for all the “material objects” and 
“spiritual ideas” of the Divine communication, it 
was still not enough to enable him to furnish a 
compact paraphrase, where he could not give an 
exact translation, and doubtless as good as simi- 
lar examples in the Septuagint. Where this 
source failed to supply his needs, he borrowed 
terms from the English; and, when the construc- 
tion required, accompanied them with Indian 
terminations to answer his purpose. This expe- 
rience is apparent in his adaptation of such 
words as: “altar,” “oxen,” “goat,” “ wine,” 
and names of other objects, which, being of for- 
eign introduction, had no native word for their 
designation. 

As to the inutility of this version to the natives, 
brought directly or indirectly under the influence 
of Eliot’s labors, it may be remarked, that there 
is now in the Library of Bowdoin College, a well- 
preserved copy of the “second other” * edition, 
which, in the Psalms, the prophets Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, and all the New Testament, bears 
striking evidence of its having been in constant 


use in the hands of persons who resorted to it 


with great and long-continued frequency. Indeed 
the appearance of all its pages, and the metrical 


* Nahohtéeu antchetédc.— Title-page. 





Psalms at the end, show it to have been the long 


and familiar comparison of one or many readers, 


who were doubtless Indians; for who else would 


use it so diligently as its appearance shows it 


was used? And who shall limit the benefit con- 
ferred on the heathen mind, which thus came in 


contact with revealed truth? And, if on one, 


why not on many? B. 


QUERIES, 
Rooxine-cuarrs.— When were rocking-chairs 


first introduced into use? I have seen none that 
appeared older than seventy or eighty years. 
They are an American invention. 





Cotpen.—In “An Elegy upon the Death of 
the Rev. Alexander Colden, late Minister of the 


Gospel at Oxname,” by Geo. Robson, are the 
following lines: 


“He had no children left, excepting twa, 
The one of whom is in America.” 


This one was Lt.-gov. Colden, of New York. 
Is there a copy of this elegy in this country, and 
what is its full title? 





Recorps oF GRANVILLE, Mass.—Belcher Noyes, 
Esq., of Boston, was clerk of the proprietors of 
Bedford township, now town of Granville, Mass., 
and had possession of the proprietors’ books of 
surveys, deeds, grants, gifts, &c., &c., one hun- 
dred years since. Are those records in posses- 
sion of his descendants? Ifso, where? If not, 
where are they ? 

New York. 


Sam’ B. Bartow, M. D. 





Tue Jovrnat or Cor. R. J. Metes.—Hil- 
dreth’s ‘Memoirs of the Early Pioneer Settlers 
of Ohio,” Cincinnati, 1852, purports on its title- 
page to contain “A Journal of Occurrences 
which happened in the Circles of the Author’s 
personal Observation, in the Detachment com- 
manded by Col. Benedict Arnold, consisting of 
two Battalions of the U. 8. Army, at Cambridge, 
Mass., in a. p. 1775; by Col. R. J. Meigs.” My 
copy, however, does not contain any such journal. 
Is it in any of the copies ? 





Fataer Mevrin’s Lisrary AND MANusorIPts. 
—In Morse’s “Indian Report” (New Haven, 
1822), Father Meurin, who died at Prairie du 
Rocher, in 1778, is said to have left a valuable 
library, and a manuscript dictionary of the In- 
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dian (? Illinois) and French languages in twenty- 
four volumes. Can any reader of the Maga- 
zine tell what became of his books and papers? 


° 


Prrr.—By whom is this celebrated secre- 
tary to the Cherokees first styled a Jesuit, and on 
what authority? To what province of the order 
did he belong? Where had he been a mission- 
ary, and when did he arrive in America? 8. 


First Intustratep American Booxs.—What 
was the first American book, with illustrations 
on wood, copper, or steel ? H. 


Wasurtneton’s Farewett Appress iN VERSE. 
—Who was the author of “A Versification of 
President Washington’s excellent Farewell Ad- 
dress to the Citizens of the United States. By a 
gentleman of Portsmouth, N. 1. Published ac- 
cording to act of Congress. Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. Printed and sold by Charles Pierce, 
at the Columbian Bookstore, No. 6, Daniel Street, 
1798?” 


Joun Hieernson.—Can any one of your nu- 
merous readers give an account of a Rev. John 
Higginson, one of the Pilgrims. Was he mar- 
ried? Did he die in this country or return to 
England? Were there any others of the same 
name at that time? F. G. 

Annapouis, Md. 


Intropvotion oF Merino Suzep (vol. iv., p. 
278; v., 26).—The New England Palladium 
(Boston), of June 4, 1802, thus notices the 
arrival, at New York, of the merino sheep im- 
ported by Col. Humphreys: 

‘Some of the finest breed of Spanish sheep, 
called Merinos, were landed at New York, last 


week, from a ship from Lisbon. They produce 
nearly twice as much wool in quantity as com- 
inon sheep, and the quality is greatly superior.” 

The same newspaper, for June 15th, has this 
paragraph : 

‘* It has been suggested, that the sheep of the 
merino’s breed, which were brought to New 
York a few weeks since, from Lisbon, were the 
first ever imported into the United States. At- 
tention to improve the breed of the sheep of the 
country, wherever and whenever it appears, mer- 
its praise; and the New York gentleman is fully en- 
titled to it. But it will not be considered improper 
to observe, that two of the sheep of the above 
breed were brought into Boston, some time since, 
and one is still living in this State.” 

The question now arises, who brought to Bos- 
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ton this first pair of merinoes, ‘* some time” before 
the importation of Col. Humphreys? 
Hartrorp, Ct., Jan. 11, 1860. J. H. T. 


REPLIES, 


Tne PennsytvanirA Act FoR THE GRADUAL 
Emanorpation oF Staves (vol. v., p. 25).—A 
correspondent of the Historical Magazine asks 
the question: Who drafted the Pennsylvania Act 
for the emancipation of Slaves? He says that a 
writer in the North American Review, January, 
1860,—reviewing Horace Binney’s sketch of 
“The Leaders of the Old Bar of Philadelphia,”"— 
assigns the credit of having drafted the said Act, 
to William Lewis. He adds, however,—in oppo- 
sition to the reviewer,—that “the tradition of 
the profession in Pennsylvania, certainly attrib- 
utes the authorship of that Act, and its greatly 
admired preamble, to George Bryan, a man who 
held the pen of a ready writer, and who would 
have attained great eminence in any other State 
than Pennsylvania.” He therefore desires to 
know “who was the drawer of that Act?” 

It affords me much satisfaction to be enabled 
to give what I regard as a decisive answer to his 
question. Judge Bryan died on the 27th of Jan- 
uary, 1791,—and a day or two later, a sketch of 
his history, from the pen of a friend and contem- 
porary, was published in John Dunlap’s paper, 
the American Advertiser, of Philadelphia. From 
that sketch,—as reprinted by Mathew Carey, in 
his American Museum (vol. ix., pp. 82, 83, note), 
—the following is an extract: 

*“ Amidst the pressing hurry of business, the 
rage and clamors of party, and tumult of war 
and invasion—in despite of innumerable prejudi- 
ces, he planned and executed the ‘ Act for the 
gradual abolition of Slavery.’” 

Hon. Wm. B. Reed,—in his “ Life and Corre- 
spondence of President Reed” (vol. ii., pp. 177-8, 
note),—says the authorship had been loosely as- 
signed to President Reed, Mr. Bryan, Thomas 
Paine, and Dr. Franklin. He adds, however, “I 
am indeed in possession of no evidence which 
authorizes me to claim the honor for President 
Reed.” He states that Franklin had been for 
several years in Europe; that Paine’s claim prob- 
ably rested “on the fact that he was elected 
Clerk to the Assembly on the day that the bill 
was reported, but there is no resemblance in the 
style to justify this pretension;” and he con- 
cludes thus: “My own best judgment on the 
subject is, that George Bryan was the author of 
the Preamble.” 

Judge Bryan’s remains were interred in the 
Archs-treet Presbyterian burying-ground, Phila- 
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delphia. The following is a copy of the inscrip- 
tion on his monument: 

“In memory of George Bryan, who died 27th 
January, 1791, aged 60 years. Mr. Bryan was 
among the earliest and most active and uniform 
friends of the rights of man before the Revolu- 
tionary War. As a member of the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, and of the Congress at New York, 
in 1765, and as a citizen, he was conspicuous in 
opposition to the Stamp Act and other acts of 
British tyranny. He was equally an opponent 
of domestic slavery. The emancipation of the 
people of color engaged the feelings of his heart 
and energies of his mind, and the Act of Aboli- 
tion (which) laid the foundation of their libera- 
tion, issued from his pen. He filled several im- 
portant offices during the Revolutionary Contest, 
and, for the last eleven years of his life, he was 
one of the judges of the Supreme Court. In his 
private deportment he was exemplary,—a Chris- 
tian in principle and practice.” (Vide ‘ Life and 
Correspondence of President Reed,” vol. ii., p. 
481, Appendix). 

I think that this contemporary testimony, and 
the well-considered opinion of the Hon, Wm. B. 
Reed, indisputably establish the claim of Judge 
Bryan to the authorship of the Pennsylvania Act 
for the gradual emancipation of Slaves. Much 
circumstantial evidence, leading infallibly to the 
sume conclusion, is in my possession. I do not 
deem it necessary, however, to use this evidence. 
I am preparing a biographical sketch of Judge 
Bryan, supplying many omissions and correcting 
several errors of the published accounts of that 
distinguished Irish-American, of whom Dr, John 
Ewing, provost of the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, remarked: ‘Such an assemblage of univer- 
sal qualifications and virtues, as adorned the 
character of our departed friend, but seldom 
unite in a single man.” (Vide Funeral Sermon, 
preached Jan. 30, 1791.) M. H. 

54 CARROLL-STREET, BrooxLyN, 

Jan, 8, 1861. 





Miss Evizaseta Lioyp (vol. v., p. 24).—The 
poein of this lady, of which it is the merest jus- 
tice to say, that it is worthy of the subject and 
almost worthy to come from Milton himself, is 
given at length in the English N. and Q., 2d 
Ser., vol. v., p. 114, where reference with regard 
to it is made to Milburn’s * Lectures” (of New 
York), p. 101, London edition, 1857. 





Genera SrepHEeN Moy an (vol. v., p. 24).— 
He was a citizen of Philadelphia, and his name 
stands first on the list of original members of the 
Society of The Friendly Suns of St. Patrick ;” 


composed of Presbyterians, Catholics, Episcopa- 
lians, and Quakers; he was also its first president- 

He was a native of Ireland, and brother to the 
Catholic bishop of Cork. He entered the army 
of the Revolution, enjoyed the confidence of Gen. 
Washington, became his aid-de-camp. He rose 
to the rank of brigadier-general, in Pennsylvania. 

In the year 1778, when men’s souls were tried, 
when the army was in danger of being compelled 
to yield to famine, self-sacrificing Philadelphians 
supplied the place of the slumbering patriotism of 
the country, and saved her cause from disgrace- 
ful ruin. In this emergency was conceived and 
carried into execution ‘the Plan of the Bank of 
Pennsylvania,” established for the purpose of sup- 
plying the army of the United States with pro- 
visions for two months,” and about six hundred 
thousand dollars of its funds were subscribed by 
twenty-seven members of the Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick. 

General Moylan died in Philadelphia on the 
11th of April, 1811. J. H. ©. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


His regiment was the 4th Pennsylvania Light 
Dragoons. After the peace, he resided on a farm 
in Goshen. He was register and recorder of 
Chester Cv., Penn., from April 7, 1792, to Dee. 
13, 1793.—Note Cestrienses. 


[A sister of his was one of the foundresses of 
the Ursuline order in Ireland, of which the con- 
vent at Mt. Benedict was a filiation. ] 


Hotes on Books. 


Life of Andrew Jackson, In three volumes. 
By James Parton. Volume III. New York: 
Mason Brothers, 1860. 8vo, 734 pp. 


Mr. Parron has concluded his Life of Jackson 
with the same well-bestowed amount of diligence 
in the collection and preparation of his copious 
materials, which marked the commencement of 
his work. He has diligently consulted public 
documents, pamphlets, newspapers, histories, bi- 
ographies, and original manuscript sources, in 
correspondence, &c.; and to all these he has fre- 
quently added the testimony of living witnesses. 
Ile has spared no pains in making obscure mat- 
ters plain by familiarity of statement and a prac- 
tical method of illustration—resources quite as 
important as labors and research. There are 
writers, perhaps, who work harder than Mr. 
Parton, but few with a more profitable result, 
that is, if the end of literary labor be to render 
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knowledge accessible, intelligible, and inviting. 
One trait of this work, which renders its lessons 
satisfactory and agreeable, is the habit of the 
author to surround the subject by well-dis 
lights, illustrating it, as it were, by skilfully ar- 
ranged accessories. A passage from a book of 
travels, a significant editorial from a newspaper, 
the succinctly expressed deductions of others on 
the event, the best contemporary evidence, of 
whatever character, are all brought to bear in 
elucidating the particular theme. In this way, 
and by the easy colloquial manner to which we 
have alluded, such parts of the work as might be 
expected to be the least inviting (the political 
portions for instance), are not allowed to fall off 
from the general attractiveness. It is, taken as a 
whole, the most readable biography, for its extent, 
which has appeared, of any of our public men. 
Its statements are full; its views candid, and 
frankly expressed. While the sterling qualities 
of its hero are justly appreciated and warmly set 
forth to the admiration of the reader, his errors 
and defects of temperament are not obscured. It 
has quite thrown into the shade all previous biog- 
raphies of its subject. 


Essays, chiefly Philologicat and Ethnological. 
By Robert Gordon Latham. London: Wil- 
liams and Norgate, 1860. 8vo, 418 pp. 


Mr. Laruam is not unknown in this country, and 
several of the papers in this work bear on Amer- 
ican Ethnology. These are on the languages of 
Oregon Territory, the Ethnography of Russian 
America, Miscellaneous Contributions to the 
Ethnography of North America, Languages of 
New Oalifornia, Ethnographical Philology of Cen- 
tral America, the Languages of Northern, West- 
ern, and Central America. They cover Ameri- 
can Ethnology pretty completely, but are too 
superficial to add any real riches to our stores. 
Names suffer sadly, and the endeavors to draw 
arguments from mere names, without any inves- 
tigation of their origin, leads to queer results. 
As a ludicrous instance, take the attempt to 
identify Stinkard, an English translation of 
the terin applied to the plebeian Natchez, with 
Tunica, the name of a tribe notoriously differing 
in language, p. 408. Elsewhere he says “the 
Nottoways being Algonquin.” The name Notto- 
way, is indeed an Algonquin word, being the 
usual one given by Algonquin tribes to the Iro- 
quois tribes, and apparently meaning ervel. The 
Algonquin name for the Dacotas is of the same 
root, Nadouessiouex. The Nottoways call them- 
selves Cherohaka, and their language is of the 
family of the Wyandot, Tionontate, lroquois, and 
Susquehanna, Haka (haga), like ronon, meant 
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people. They are then the Cheros or Cheraws, 
He puts the Tuscaroras in Oalifornia! Begert’s 


Nachrichten von Californien, becomes the some- 
what verbose Mannheim account, namely the 
anonymous work of a Jesuit missionary of the 
Waikur country published at Mannheim. 

There is however much in the work to make it 
a tolerable addition to our ethnological library. 


Le Mariage aux Etats Unis, par Auguste Car- 
lier. Paris: Hachette, 1860. 264 pp. 


Mr. Cuaruier, an intelligent, observant lawyer, 
visited this country sume years since, and, after 
examining our institutions, has given his views of 
the marriage relation as it exists in the United 
States. He labors under one fundamental error, 
running through his work, in his supposition that 
in New England, marriage was, from the origin, 
“consecrated by the pastor by the imperative 
prescription of the law.” On the contrary, for a 
long time after the settlement of New England, 
the minister was not the official witness of the 
marriage contract. The parties are the contrac- 
tors, but the presence of the clergyman has within 
the last few centuries been transformed into a 
ministerial act, and his words invested with a 
sort of magic power, Against this error the Pu- 
ritans rebelled, and to show their utter abhor- 
rence, had the marriage certified to by the civil 
magistrate. In France it is sv now; if parties, 
from a conscientious motive, wish a church cere- 
monial performed, it neither increases nor dimin- 
ishes the contract. It would be well that it were 
so here, and that the State should recognize no 
marriage that is not certified by a civil officer; 
for it seems abnormal for the State to make any 
one and every one styled a minister an officer for 
this purpose; but even New England has yielded 
to the prevailing idea, and on the occasion now 
calls in the services of the clergy. 

Mr. Charlier exposes the barbarous common 
law as to married women, and our recent 
modifications of it, wiser in thought than in 
deed, and the efforts of women to modify it still 
more. His comparisons with the French law, 
will be found interesting and useful. The terri- 
ble facility of divorce, of course, excites his con- 
demnation, as it does that of all intelligent men. 
In some States the recoil has already begun, in 
consequence of the abuses which have resulted. 


The Orderly Book of that portion of the Ameri- 
can Army stationed at Williamsburg, Va., un- 
der the command of Gen. Andrew Lewis, from 
March 18, 1776, to August 28, 1776. Printed 
from the original manuscript, with Notes and 
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Introduction, by Charles Campbell, Esq., au- 
thor of “Introduction to History of the Old 
Dominion,” ‘* History of Virginia,” etc. Rich- 
mond, Va.: Privately printed, 1860. Square 
8vo, 100 pp. 


Tis volume, beautifully printed by Munsell, of 
Albany, in the style of similar works in his series, 
is No. 1 of a series of ** Historical Documents from 
the Old Dominion,” which Mr. T. H. Wynne, of 
Richmond, has begun to print for circulation 
among his friends. He deplores the fact that so 
little care has been taken to preserve the most 
reliable authorities on early history; that is, the 
manuscripts written by those who lived and acted 
contemporary with the events which they have 
recorded. The fact which he deplores exists, as 
all feel. Valuable papers in the official bureaus, 
and in families, have been allowed to perish, or 
been rescued from the waste-box by some lucky 
chance. The latter was the happy fate of the 
most interesting Canadian Diary, and more re- 
cently, of Bolling’s Vine Planting in Virginia. 
But while so many exclaim, What a pity! when 
the irreparable loss has occurred, how few take 
the simple means adopted by Mr. Wynne, of pre- 
venting the disaster. The amount expended on 
a dinner-party would often print precious docu- 
ments in the possession of a family, and leave 
what the family could always view with honest 
pride. Mr, Wynne deserves great credit, and will 
we trust find imitators. 

The present volume is an Orderly Book of an 
early part of the war, and has been edited by a 
most competent hand, the Historian of Virginia ; 
but we regret that he did not think more of 
readers out of his State. 

Virginians doubtless know as household words 
the names of the officers in Lewis’s division, but to 
students in other parts of the country, fuller notes 
on their services would have been most accepta- 
ble, and without, as happens in the opposite ex- 
treme, magnifying each soldier into a hero. 


Names of Persons for whom Marriage Licenses 
were issued by the Secretary of the Province of 
New York, previous to 1784, Printed by order 
of Gideon J. Tucker, Secretary of State. Al- 
bany: Weed, Parsons & Company, 1860. 
8vo, 480 pp. 


Tuts catalogue of marriages in New York, run- 
ning from 1660 to 1781, will be of great service 
in assisting genealogical research, and often in 
examination of titles. Though not mentioned in 
the title, there is an Introduction by Dr. E. B. 
O'Callaghan, on the origin of marriage licenses. 
This embraces a general view of the law of mar- 
riage from the Dutch times. Marriages by license 
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do not comprise all; but simply those for which 
a dispensation from the publication of banns was 
granted by the governor's license. These licenses 
issued on the giving of a bond in behalf of the 
parties; and, in illustration, the editor gives the 
bond filed to obtain the license for the marriage 
of Richard Montgomery and Janet Livingston. 
Two letters of Bishop White throw considerable 
light on the custom. The number of marriages, 
of which the record is preserved in this volume, 
must number at least 20,000. 


The New Hampshire Annual Reporter and Uni- 
ted States Calendar, for the year 1861. By 
G. Parker Lyon. Ooncord: G. P. Lyon. 
108 pp. 


Tis useful little manual maintains its character. 
The historical student will find in the Introduc- 
tion, the New Hampshire Act of 1692, which is 
claimed to be the first establishing a post-office. 
Power to establish post-offices was granted by 
letters-patent under the great seal of England, to 
Thomas Neal, on the 17th Feb., 1691, and the 
colonial acts seem to have followed soon after. 


Analysis of the Cartoons of Raphael. New 
York: Chas. B. Norton, 1860, 18mo, 141 pp. 


Tue diffusion of well-engraved copies of the mas- 
ter-pieces of art, cannot but tend to elevate the 
taste of a people. Mr. Norton, who has recently 
circulated so many copies of the engravings of 
the cartoons, has in this little volume given a 
guide to afford those who are not avowedly con- 
noisseurs, some light towards an appreciation of 
their beauties. The little volume is got up with 
Mr. Norton’s usual taste. 


Rehoboth in the Past. An Historical Oration 
delivered on the 4th of July, 1860, by Sylva- 
nus Chase Newman, A. M., &. Also an Ac- 
count of the Proceedings in Seekonk [the an- 
cient Rehoboth], at the celebration of the day 
completing 216 years of its history. Paw- 
tucket: Robert Sherman, 1860. 112 pp. 


Tas Address and account, with the Illustrative 
Notes, and full Index, will be welcomed as well 
for its merit, accuracy, and research, as for the 
endeavor to do all things well. Rehoboth has 
been the parent of seven towns, and in part of 
three or four more. Its founder was the Rev. 
Samuel Newman, the author of the first English 
concordance; and among its eminent men, it 
boasts also of Thomas Willet, New York’s first 
mayor. 
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Result of some Researches among the British 
archives for information relative to the Found- 
ers of New England, made in the years 1858, 
1859, and 1860, &c. By Samuel G. Drake. 
Boston: 1860. 181 pp. 


Hisrorto students will welcome this volume, 
which as its simple title shows, embodies the re- 
sults of the researches of the zealous and capable 
antiquarian, Drake. Full indexes make its use 
easy as a work of reference. 


Miscellany. 


Tue interesting letter from Hon. Charles Sum- 
ner to Mr. Jared Sparks, on p. 38, makes known 
for the first time, in America, the home and 
resting-place of the immediate English ancestors 
of Washington. 

Both Sparks and Irving describe their visits to 
Sulgrave, the home of a branch of the Washing- 
ton family; and they give copies of the inscrip- 
tion, bearing the date of 1564, over the grave of 
some of its members. In the genealogical table 
in the Appendix of Sparks’ “ Life of Washington,” 
it is mentioned that Lawrence Washington was 
buried at Brington; but neither Sparks nor Irv- 
ing, nor, as we believe, any American writer, 
ever sought out the quiet English parish, and the 
traces it might show of the Washingtons. 

The Hon. Charles Sumner, when on a visit, in 
the autumn of 1859, to Earl Spencer, at Althorp, 
identified the memorial stones in the neighbor- 
ing parish church, as being those of the immedi- 
ate relatives of the Washingtons who emigrated 
to America. 

Earl Spencer sought out the quarry, from 
which more than two centuries ago, the ma- 
terial for these nat've stones was taken, and 
had others made, which are exact fac-similes of 
the originals. These he has presented to the 
Hon. Charles Sumner, who, as appears by this 
letter, proposes to offer them to the State of 
Massachusetts. 


Mr. Parton is engaged upon the life of Frank- 
lin, and intends, we hear, to devote considerable 
time to it. We shall look for an entertaining and 
valuable work. 


Sinog it is announced that Mr. Buchanan will 
favor the public, after his retirement from office, 
with a series of sketches of men eminent in po- 
litical life, of whom there has heretofore been no 
fitting memorial, it may not be a violation of 
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undertake a more formal work with regard te 
President Polk. 


Dean Douptey, Jr., has made some extensive 
collection of material for a history of Exeter, N. 
H., and will issue it as soon as his subscription- 
list fills. 


Jas. VEEOH is progressing with his History of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, on which he has 
been long engaged. 


Tue Repwoop Liprary at Newport, R, I.— 
The catalogue of this venerable New England 
Library, is prefaced by a very interesting account 
of the institution, from the pen of Mr. David 
King, of Newport. This historical sketch has 
also been published separately. Some of the an- 
cient facts are curious and suggestive, The de- 
velopments, origin, and recent prosperity of the 
Redwood Library, are identified with the growth 
and social traits of Newport; no similar institu- 
tion is associated with so many illustrious names 
—if we except Harvard College Library. 


Rosert Ovrry, a Revolutionary veteran, died 
of starvation, at his residence, on the Hamilton 
road, near the Mohawk canal bridge, Ohio, in 
December, 1860. 

The deceased was one hundred and two years 
of age, born in Little York, Pennsylvania, in 
1758. At the age of thirteen he enlisted as a 
drummer-boy in the Continental army, and 
served through the Revolution. He went to 
Cincinnati in the year 1816, and resided there till 
death removed him to a better world. 


In New York, on Jan. 5, 1861, Rev. Henry 
Antuon, D.D., for many years rector of St. 
Mark’s church. 

Deceased was in his 68th year, and was the 
son of Dr. Anthon, a distinguished German phy- 
sician, who came to this country with the Eng- 
lish army during the Revolution, but made this 
his home. 


Deata oF Mr. Watson, Taz ANNALIST.—Mr. 
Joun F. Watson, the author of “Annals of 
Philadelphia,” and a contributor to our columns, 
died at his residence at Germantown, Dec, 23, 
1860, after a short illness, in the eighty-first year 
of his age. He was born at Batsto, Burlington 
county, N. J. For a number of years he was a 
bookseller upon Chestnut-street, Philadelphia, and 
subsequentiy cashier of the bank of Germantown, 
and Treasurer and Secretary of the Philadelphia, 
Germantown, and Norristown Railroad Company. 
We purpose giving a sketch of his life in our next 


any confidence to say, that it is believed he will | number. 





